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Beyond	WikiLeaks:	Implications	for	the	Future	of	Communications,	Journalism	and	
Society	
BENEDETTA	BREVINI,	ARNE	HINTZ,	AND	PATRICK	MCCURDY	(EDS.),	BASINGSTOKE:	PALGRAVE	
MACMILLAN,	2013	
281	pp.,	£18.99/	(pbk.)	ISBN:	978-1-137	27573-8	
	
WikiLeaks	is	many	things	to	many	people.	For	some,	Julian	Assange’s	
organization	is	a	transparency	advocate,	for	others	it	is	a	new	form	of	journalism,	
others	see	it	as	political,	or	as	a	whistleblower,	or	as	a	digital	conduit.	To	assess	
these	various	roles,	scholarship	on	WikiLeaks	has	been	equally	varied.	This	is	no	
more	apparent	than	when	looking	at	the	chapters	brought	together	in	Beyond	
WikiLeaks,	chapters	that	look	at	implications	and	ask	what	comes	next.	Across	16	
chapters,	research	into	the	changes	that	have	accompanied	WikiLeaks’	
emergence	evaluate	the	implications	not	so	much	for	WikiLeaks,	but	for	the	
many	societal	arenas	where	WikiLeaks	has	had	an	effect.	In	that	effort,	Beyond	
WikiLeaks	succeeds	in	its	goal	of	providing	(in	the	editors’	words)	“a	platform	to	
discuss	the	richness	and	wideness	of	the	consequences	of	the	WikiLeaks	
narrative”	(p.	4).	
	
To	address	change	and	the	implications	of	change,	editors	Benedetta	Brevini,	
Arne	Hintz,	and	Patrick	McCurdy	have	drawn	together	scholars	interested	in	the	
ways	WikiLeaks	has	altered	power	dynamics	in	society,	its	political	effects,	and	
the	way	it	has	disrupted	traditional	journalism,	while	also	bringing	in	familiar	
(or	involved)	voices	from	the	WikiLeaks	narrative.	This	latter	category	includes	a	
forward	by	WikiLeaks	supporter	and	Icelandic	PM	Birgitta	Jónsdóttir,	a	
conversation	between	Assange	and	Slavoj	Žižek,	as	well	as	a	chapter	from	
Guardian	Readers	Editor	Chris	Elliot	outlining	the	“public	good	versus	public	
harm”	(p.	83)	debate,	and	the	way	WikiLeaks,	alongside	other	leak	stories,	has	
the	ability	to	reorient	those	debates.	Where	these	‘insider’	perspectives	offer	
context	to	the	scholarship,	for	those	who	have	followed	or	studied	WikiLeaks	
they	add	little	to	that	knowledge	set.	Indeed,	scholars	who	have	ploughed	their	
own	furrows	of	WikiLeaks	research	also	be	familiar	with	the	work	of	Yochai	
Benkler,	the	Harvard	professor	whose	‘Networked	Fourth-Estate’	is	one	of	the	
most	cited	pieces	of	WikiLeaks	research.	Benkler’s	thesis	provides	the	opening	
chapter	in	this	volume,	and	while	not	‘new’	per	se,	its	prominence	sets	the	tone	
for	the	contributions	that	follow.	His	reimagined	‘Fourth	Estate’	sees	WikiLeaks	
confronting	vulnerable	traditional	practices	and	sets	the	tone	for	the	forward-
looking	research	in	the	chapters	that	follow.		
	
Beyond	WikiLeaks	has	a	strong	and	perhaps	obvious	focus	on	journalism	and	
WikiLeaks’	impact	on	the	field,	such	as	in	a	chapter	by	Lisa	Lynch	on	‘the	leak	
heard	round	the	world’	and	in	Hopeton	Dunn’s	exploration	of	the	WikiLeaks	and	
newspaper	collaborative	endeavour.	In	chapters	where	the	
newspaper/WikiLeaks	collaborative	publications	are	not	the	core	focus,	the	
journalism	angle	of	WikiLeaks’	work	is	woven	into	wider	discussions.	Chapters	
by	Stefania	Milan	and	Gabriella	Coleman	each	take	these	discussions	wider,	
Milan	looking	at	WikiLeaks	alongside	Anonymous	and	hacktivism,	and	Coleman	
looking	at	hacktivism	and	the	role	of	individuality	within	such	collective	action.	
Einar	Thorsen,	Chindu	Sreedharan,	and	Stuart	Allan	also	step	past	WikiLeaks,	



providing	an	in-depth	framing	analysis	of	Chelsea	(née	Bradley)	Manning	as	the	
soldier	who	leaked	the	US	military	and	diplomatic	communications	to	WikiLeaks	
in	the	first	place.	Picking	up	on	Benkler’s	thesis,	McCurdy	offers	a	comparison	of	
Manning’s	leaking	to	WikiLeaks	to	Daniel	Ellsberg’s	leaking	of	the	Pentagon	
Papers	through	the	analytical	prism	of	the	‘Networked	Fourth	Estate’.	Hintz,	in	
his	contribution,	looks	at	the	implications	for	digital	freedom	after	the	WikiLeaks	
actions	and	power	dynamics	as	an	example	of	“liberation	technology”	(p.	147).	
All	of	these	contributions	address	implications	beyond	the	front	pages	and	news	
sites	where	WikiLeaks	was	commonplace,	particularly	in	2010	and	2011,	and	
instead	reflect	on	the	range	of	disruptions	to	traditional	norms	and	power	
dynamics	that	accompanied	WikiLeaks’	emergence	on	the	global	stage.	
	
For	scholars,	there	is	a	risk	a	volume	such	as	this	could	be	just	another	of	those	
looking	at	a	hot,	contemporary,	issue.	WikiLeaks	is	in	many	ways	an	un-missable	
target,	and	all	manner	of	research	in	journalism,	politics,	legal,	and	cultural	
studies	have	touched	on	its	emergence,	not	to	mention	the	biographies	and	
insider	accounts.	This	is	not	to	say	that	because	there	has	been	a	lot	written	
about	WikiLeaks	that	more	cannot	be	done,	but	rather	a	reality	that	any	volume	
–	including	Beyond	WikiLeaks	–	risks	blending	seamlessly	into	a	collection	of	
volumes	without	leaving	its	own	mark.	This	leads	to	a	tempting	question:	where	
does	a	volume	such	as	Beyond	WikiLeaks	sit	among	those	many?		
	
The	answer	is	in	the	first	word	of	its	title,	and	perhaps	not	the	second.	This	
collection	offers	a	concise	and	thorough	account	of	where	things	stand	and	how	
WikiLeaks	research	has	made	sense	of	change	thus	far,	but	it	tries	to	place	these	
within	broader	discussions	that	can	develop	regardless	of	the	WikiLeaks	
project’s	future	dynamics.	In	doing	so,	the	work	in	Beyond	WikiLeaks	carries	
weight	even	as	attention	to	WikiLeaks	and	Assange	wanes.	To	this	point,	in	June	
2013	WikiLeaks’	was	superseded	as	the	key	voice	in	debates	of	journalism,	
power,	and	society	when	Edward	Snowden	and	his	NSA	leaks	hit	the	front	pages,	
a	position	they	have	yet	to	abandon.	It	seems	the	question	of	what	lies	Beyond	
WikiLeaks	has	been	answered	by	Snowden	and	by	this	new	set	of	leaks	meted	
out	across	news	sites	and	front	pages,	and	a	new	set	of	debates	about	online	
freedom	and	journalistic	roles.		
	
However,	just	because	we	seem	to	have	an	answer	to	the	‘beyond’	question	does	
not	make	this	volume	less	valuable.	Rather,	its	thorough	and	provocative	
scholarship	establishes	a	basis	upon	which	future	dynamics	of	change	can	be	
discussed,	including	those	raised	by	the	NSA	leaks.	For	its	range	of	content	and	
its	valuable	theorisation	and	contextualisation,	Beyond	WikiLeaks	offers	scholars	
who	work	in	these	areas	a	broader	narrative	and	a	way	to	avoid	WikiLeaks	being	
set	aside	as	something	of	a	moment.	The	strength	of	its	academic	reflection	
allows	us	to	consider	the	implications	of	something	like	WikiLeaks	as	well	as	
someone	like	Snowden	across	their	political,	social,	cultural,	and	journalistic	
disruptions	for	what	each	offer	in	their	moments,	and	for	what	they	hint	at	
‘beyond’.	
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