
 

 

 University of Groningen

Public reason and religious arguments
Schuster, Anke

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2010

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Schuster, A. (2010). Public reason and religious arguments. [Thesis fully internal (DIV), University of
Groningen]. s.n.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/0ea778c1-4157-478c-983f-6c119e03d8ec


Acknowledgements

Writing a dissertation is a solitary undertaking, in philosophy perhaps even more
so than in most other disciplines. Nevertheless, after four years of reading andwrit-
ing, and almost one more year of rounding off, one realises that debts of gratitude
have accumulated. As with any dissertation, my irst duty of gratitude is towardsmy
promotor, Rene Boomkens, and my daily supervisor, Baukje Prins, who supported
me even when, after more than a year, I decided to change topics. I thank Baukje in
particular for faithfully keeping all appointments, her ready availability and encour-
agement.

Themost incisive in luence onmy intellectual development has been the one fur-
thest removed in time. Professor Rainer Eisfeld was my teacher during most of my
university years, and I gratefully acknowledge, albeit after a great delay, his form-
ative role in awakening my interest in political theory and equipping me with the
skills necessary to pursue it.

During the last year ofmywork on this dissertation Ronald Tinnevelt generously
took it upon himself to read several drafts of the chapters. Without his astute criti-
cism and sharp eye for weaknesses of structure and arrangement of arguments this
dissertation would have been much worse. For reading (large parts of) the manu-
script and providing very valuable suggestions, I also thank Peter Baggen and Jan-
Willem van der Rijt. I wish I had had more time and energy to make full use of their
helpful comments.



A

The ideas developed in this dissertation have been presented at various meet-
ings and conferences. Chapter bene ited greatly from comments received at the
conference “Religion, politics and the postsecular city” in Groningen, November

(special thanks to Christoph Jedan), and chapter from comments received at
a meeting of the political philosophy working group of the OZSE. I received helpful
comments on chapter at the conference “Religion in the public sphere” in Utrecht
inMay (special thanks to Jet Tigchelaar). Chapter wasmuch improved thanks
to its discussion at the politicologenetmaal in Antwerpen (May/June ) and in
the IIT working group of the OZSE (thanks in particular to Veit Bader).

I would also like to thank Patrick Loobuyck for his kind invitation to the politico-
logenetmaal, and for asking me to contribute to the journal Ethiek en Maatschappij.
At a very early stage in my engagement with the topic of this dissertation, his con-
idence inmy abilities gaveme the badly needed faith that I would be able to see the
project through.

The faculty of philosophy of the University of Groningen was a wonderful place
for me to live and work – so wonderful in fact that I am still feeling the pain of with-
drawal symptoms. I thank Jorine Janssen and Katherine Gardiner, aswell as all other
staff members of the faculty, the members of my own department and the members
of the Ride group. Most of all, I would like to thankmy of ice-mate UlianovMontaño,
whose mere sympathetic presence behind the other desk was enough to alleviate
loneliness in a faculty inwhich people aremore often absent than present,maintain-
ing as they do that proper work is best done at home. He lent an understanding ear
to my complaints about the unfairness of life in general and that of a PhD student in
particular, and has been an enduring source of support as well as of ingenious ideas
on every conceivable (interesting) topic.

It is particularly pleasant to work in an environment in which collegiality does
not exclude friendship and friendship is not reduced to collegiality. Colleagues
change, and so do friends, but every new friendship inspires hope in life, regardless
of its eventual course. For their friendship, in different ways and at different points
in time vital to me over the last four years, I thank Constanze, Frank, Jan-Willem,
Pieter Sjoerd, Siegfried, and Ulianov.

I have come to be rather taken with philosophers; their seriousness, analyt-
ical mind, preoccupation with the many aspects of life that defy romanticization,
and preference for conversations “die ergens over gaan” are all greatly appealing.
Nonetheless, whilewriting this dissertation I have also immensely enjoyed the com-
pany and kindness of non-philosophers. I would like to thank Robert (among other
things, for teaching me to speed-skate), my friends from student days, Aaldert and
Lammie Koster, and my family, my parents and my brother.

x



A

I am relieved beyond measure that this dissertation is inished, ready to recede
into obsolete computer iles and dusty back shelves. In my newly found freedom
and peace of mind, though, I am gratefully cognizant of the happy fact that nothing
is anything without Jan Anton.

xi






