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Stellingen

Modernizing the Energy Charter Treaty –  
Facilitating Foreign Investment in the Renewable Energy Sector 

1) The close links between international investment and trade in the renewable energy 
sector warrant a holistic approach to international regulation of the sector.

2) The investment chapter of the Energy Charter Treaty has been interpreted and applied 
inconsistently by arbitral tribunals and domestic courts.

3) Recognizing that the investment chapter of the Energy Charter Treaty prescribes the 
‘rule of law’ in investor-State relationships; the very concept of the rule of law is the 
strongest argument in favour of more consistency and predictability in dispute set-
tlement proceedings under the treaty since there can be no rule of law without legal 
certainty.

4) The ease with which regulations, that are aimed at stimulating renewable energy 
sources, are changed in various jurisdictions demonstrates that rules on investment 
protection are important in the sector since renewable energy investors are exposed 
to a significant level of regulatory risk.

5) Reducing regulatory induced risks along all segments of the globally organized value 
chain of renewable energy technology will contribute to a lower levelized cost of elec-
tricity.

6) Protectionist measures in the renewable energy sector adversely affect the wider dis-
semination of renewable energy technologies: putting up trade barriers in a globally 
organized value chain is like putting up trade barriers within a single factory.

7) Once renewable energy sources reach grid parity the energy transition will no longer 
be merely regulatory driven, but also market driven.

8) Increasing the output of renewable energy is but one of the many aspects of the ener-
gy transition.

9) There is no causal relationship between maximizing student numbers and the quantity 
of academically published papers on the one hand and an improved standing and 
reputation of a university on the other hand. 

10) “When the wind stops blowing that’s the end of your electric. Let’s hurry up. Darling, is 
the wind blowing today? I’d like to watch television, darling.” – Donald Trump (2019)
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