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Impetus for this preface
In this dissertation, multiple perspectives will be presented. I want to use this preface 

 a researcher 
I. There are multiple reasons 

1. Adding 

qualitative researchII III. 

The researcher is also one of the beholders observing and interpreting a phenomena. 

such as research design, methods and analyses III, IV.

Personal experiences and perspective

2 Dutch, white girl, at 

a multi-cultural (regular) primary school in the Netherlands, who loved to learn. Also, I was 

very clumsy. I would trip over my own feet and was very bad at the gym lesson activities. The 

latter was one of the reasons that I was picked as the last one for gym activities, enlarging my 

during primary school and how my primary schoolteachers and (loving) parents addressed 

the situation. I think thereby that my motivation to include the perspectives and voices of 

students in my research goes beyond my initial research proposal to have one study that 

involved interviews with studentsV or the right of students to be heardVI, VII. As a researcher 

doing inclusive research, I was motivated to provide students with the opportunity to share 

or been withheld of the possibility to share my (child) perspective.

“Researching the researcher”, by Allan and Slee (2008), Doing inclusive education Research (Vol. 

research”, by Musgrave (2019), New York, NY: Routledge.
2 People who know me now can probably not imagine this.
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In addition to my motivation and my perspective, I took the perspective of a scientist 

while conducting the studies part of this dissertation. To realise this, I needed to position 
VIII. Concrete to 

the research and analysis of the data, this was realised by sharing the research results and 

insights with critical others, such as my supervisors and the attendees of the qualitative 

research group “Selectief Kwalitatief”.

In schools, I tried to be clear what my intentions are as a scientist. I am a scientist, with a 

background as a Speech and Language therapist and a specialised in learning development 

collaborated with teachers in diverse settings before my dissertation, I am aware that I 

and students in the realisation of social participation in regular schools. Because I am no 

almighty scientist in an ivory tower, who upholds a higher position, it was not my intention 

towards inclusive education.

I identify myself as a pracademic (practical academic). It is my personal goal to bridge 

the empirical research insights gained from my studies with practice. This all, in order to 

improve the situation of students, with or without social-emotional problems or behavioural 

this when I came back to my old primary school for a short internship, and I ran into one of 

my previous teachers. She began to cry when she recognised me and started to apologise for 

besides correcting my peers and trying to improve my resilience (as if it was my fault that 

teachers to share the results of my dissertation with them, in order for them to feel more 

supported to meet the needs of students with social, emotional or behavioural challenges. 

These were teachers participating in my studies or at social engagements, such as a friends 

union of the Netherlands. Based on a large survey, it was concluded that (primary school) 

teachers support the idea of inclusive education and acknowledge the importance of 

including students with special educational needs into regular schools, but that they are 

studentIX.
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For the teachers who want to be supported in the move towards a more inclusive 

education system and to provide students to share their perspective, I will not stop after 

this dissertation. I look forward to a career as a pracademic. In this career, I aim to conduct 

many participatory research in which the perspectives from different beholders are taken 

3.
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