
 

 

 University of Groningen

Pathogenic, versatile and tunable activity of sortase, a transpeptidation machine
Wójcik, Magdalena

DOI:
10.33612/diss.119637108

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2020

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Wójcik, M. (2020). Pathogenic, versatile and tunable activity of sortase, a transpeptidation machine. [Thesis
fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.119637108

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.119637108
https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/99bee0ab-6c35-498a-a396-21a3993b4724
https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.119637108


170

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
“If you want to make God laugh, tell him about your plans”. I definitely experienced 
this firsthand. Due to different, recondite and unexpected circumstances I found 
myself doing a PhD in Groningen, in the Netherlands. It was a challenging but at the 
same time unforgettable and significant time of my life that shaped me to who I am 
today. But my time in Groningen was filled not only with work but also with other 
activities and especially interactions with many amazing people:

Dr. Ykelien L. Boersma, I am very grateful for your mentoring and guidance during 
my PhD time. I will never forget our trip to Australia to the University of Melbourne. 
I sincerely appreciate your care about the group and all thematic dinners you have 
organized. Your variations of desserts were always outstanding and polished. 

Prof. Wim J. Quax, thank you, as my degree promotor, for entrusting me with making 
my PhD project in the department. Your advice and time spent on discussions during 
the group meetings were always constructive and helpful.

Prof. J.M. van Dijl, Prof. M.R. Groves, Prof. U. Schwaneberg, thank you for taking 
the time to read my thesis and provide valuable input.

Prof. Frank J. Dekker, I want to thank you for all your accurate suggestions about 
the research work performed for the “inhibitors paper”. Discussions about enzyme 
inhibition were always very helpful and enabled me to understand this field of 
science much better.

Prof. Gerrit Poelarends, I admire your broad knowledge and your management 
skills as a group leader. Thank you for your comments and suggestions during the 
group meetings.

Prof. Hidde Haisma, I really enjoyed learning about your work and the work of your 
PhD students during the group meetings, it was always an interesting variation to 
the projects of the CFB group.

Prof. Sabeth Verpoorte, I am very grateful for the opportunity to meet you in 
Copenhagen at the kick off meeting of the ‘NanoBio4Trans’ project. You have made a 
great impression on me and You were the first person to tell me about the University 
of Groningen. Unexpectedly, you became my first indirect connection to my PhD 
life in Groningen.

Three Musketeers: Rita, Ronald and Pieter, you make a great team and no single 
problem encountered in our labs can beat you! I am very grateful for all the help I got 
from you with FACS, BIOVIA, HPLC and many more techniques. Rita, I am not able 
to count how much emotional support I received from You. I will be grateful forever!

Yvonne and Janita, thank you for all the administrative work, you were always 
understanding and friendly, even when a document was not properly filled out… 

MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   170MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   170 19/02/2020   13:54:1719/02/2020   13:54:17



171

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Dr. Tom Peat and Dr. Janet Newman (Tom and Janet), it was a great pleasure to 
meet you and thank you for your super warm hospitality in your home in Melbourne.
Dr. Daniel J. Scott, I truly appreciate your great help with the CHESS project and your 
fantastic and friendly welcome in your group in the Florey Institute in Melbourne. 

Dr. Clemens Mayer, many many thanks for your friendly help in arranging my 
measurements on the CD spectroscope in your group.

Dr. Nikolaos Eleftheriadis, the “inhibitors paper” would have never come into 
existence without your help. I really enjoyed working with you, not only because of 
your passion to chemistry and research but also because of your infectious energy.

Martijn, I am very grateful for your help with the synthesis and characterization of 
molecules for the inhibitors project. Thank you for your and Fangyuan’s “modeling 
rescue” at the very last stage of the “inhibitors paper”. 

Hannah, thanks to you, kinetics and enzyme inhibition studies became more clear 
to me. I truly admire your orderliness and passion for playing a violin. 

Aline, thank you so much for your substantial help I received from you at the 
beginning of my PhD but also all the “coffee talks” and memorable trips.

Dr. Robbert Cool, I always enjoyed your positive and relaxed attitude in the group 
and of course your singing talent!

Marieke, Yannick, Mustafa, Marijke, Manon, Kübra, Susana, Amaury, Kamil, 
my dear students, thank you for your hard work, it greatly contributed to the final 
shape of my thesis and my personal development. 

Aline, Ingrid, Jan-Ytzen, Harsh, Mehran, Linda, Christel, Hegar, Jane, Kim, Tjie 
kok, Zainal, Nikolaos, Thea, Marielena, my former colleagues, it was a great 
pleasure to meet you!

Xinyu, Yafeng, Jan, Ingy, Joko, Eleonora, Marie, Fabiola, Alex, Jielin, Lieuwe, 
Chao, Andreas, Haigen, Guangcai, Sekar, Saif, Saravanan, Michele, Olivia, 
Martijn, Hao, Bin, Fangyuen, Shanshan, Zhangping, Siwei, Petra, Roberta and 
Laura, my present colleagues from the 9th and the 3rd floor, you all make our group 
the best place to work in. Thank you for all talks, jokes and cakes you brought to the 
group. I hope my next working place would be filled with people like You.

Putri, we are from different parts of the world and yet we share so many thoughts, 
ideas, interests and also experiences. You are a very inspiring person and You are 
like a sister to me. I hope we will have a chance to organize many more “Living room” 
concerts together!

MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   171MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   171 19/02/2020   13:54:1719/02/2020   13:54:17



172

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Abel, I wish you could always be my office mate, not only because of your broad 
knowledge and ability to explain anything in a very simple way but most of all 
for your personality. You are a “Sun Child”, bringing positive energy just by being 
around.

Brenda and Yizhou, you are amazing office mates. When I was sitting in our office, I 
did not feel like being at work (although we did work hard!) Thanks to you and Jielin 
I’ve learned a lot about Chinese culture and not only!  

Roberta, I am glad you were part of the group and that I had a chance to meet you. 
I could always count on some motivational and positive words from you although 
you were suffering from bad weather more than me.

Vera, I can’t imagine my time in Groningen without you! You are a great person, 
great neighbor and a great friend. Remember: “mi casa es tu casa”. Thanks to you I 
met some great people: Xaver, Daniel, Anna Maria, Matt, Mina and Max.

Andrea, you are one of the most energetic people I have ever met. Meeting you and 
talking to you is always motivating and inspiring, you are awesome! 

Leah, I admire your hard work and dedication to medicine. Time spend with You 
was always filled with all sorts of fascinating stories.

Maciej, you were more of a help to me during my PhD journey (and not only) than 
you probably think. We were like a crew on the same ship “De Brink”, supporting 
each other, feeding each other and spending hours drinking delicious coffee and 
talking. Thanks to you I met some great people: Gert, Pieter, Jonas, Ignacio and 
Eva, James and Magda.

Sylwia, your online and live support was always very substantial and I am glad that 
it continues steadily throughout these years. I hope that one day, as in the past, we 
would live much closer to each other and I would be able to drop by for a coffee and 
one of your incredible baked goods.     

Weronika, Hania, Gosia, Justyna, Kuba, Marysia & Maciek Family, Ewa and 
Łukasz Family and Ola & Maciek Family, thank you for all the gatherings, all the 
dinners and all the polish support in Groningen.

Magda, Kasia, Sinem, Joanna, Michalina, Agata, Karolina, I am very grateful to 
have friends like You who remember and are eager to find time for a meeting in 
spite of living in so many different countries. 

Ana Maria, Matt, Laura, Tim, Gosia, Nicole, Vera, my “spanish club”, ¡Muchas 
gracias por organizar todas las reunions, he aprendido tanto mucho! 

Andrea, Isadora, Susana, Emilia, Floor, Vera, it was a pleasure to work on the 
development of GRIN student’s organization with such strong women like you.

MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   172MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   172 19/02/2020   13:54:1719/02/2020   13:54:17



173

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Moja Rodzina, bardzo Was kocham i z głębi serca dziekuję Wam za bezwarunkowe 
wsparcie jakie mi dawaliście przez całe moje życie. Pomimo dzielącego nas 
dystansu, byliście zawsze blisko mnie a każdy powrót do domu był dla mnie zawsze 
długo wyczekiwany, radosny i czasem miał również działanie lecznicze. Czuję się 
niesamowicie szczęsliwa, że mam tak cudowną rodzinę!    

My Family, I love you so much and from the bottom of my heart I thank you for 
your unconditional support throughout my whole life. Despite the physical distance, 
you were always there for me and the moments when I was coming back home for 
holidays were always awaited, happy and sometimes therapeutic. I feel so lucky 
and blessed to have such a wonderful family!

MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   173MagdaBinnenwerk.indd   173 19/02/2020   13:54:1719/02/2020   13:54:17




	Acknowledgements

