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AFTERWORD 

‘Private renting making millions sick in England, poll shows’, was 
the headline of The Guardian newspaper on 15 January 2020. The arti-
cle continued: ‘Unaffordable rents, poor living conditions and the risk 
of eviction are causing a quarter of people – about 2.7 million – to feel 
hopeless while more than 2 million have been made physically ill’.1  
News like this, which shows how poisonously precarious the English 
rental market has become, reinforces my concerns about the precarisa-
tion of the Dutch rental housing market. This is why I am so grateful for 
having been given the opportunity to do this research. 
 As always, it starts with Steven, who has been with me every step of 
the way. He read and commented on the very first incarnation of my 
research proposal, which I was encouraged to develop by my master 
tutor, dr. Walter Nicholls. Professor Clara Mulder showed trust in me by 
selecting me for an Ubbo Emmius position to undertake this research 
at the University of Groningen. She knows my weaknesses, but consist-
ently helps me to focus on my strengths. Her open mind brought me to 
my second promotor, professor Louise Meijering, whose keen mind and 
gentle encouragement stimulated me to greater conceptual clarity. 
 While conducting this research, I was also deeply involved in devel-
oping a secure, affordable and well-maintained grass-roots housing 
project. The collaboration with many others involved in housing asso-
ciation Soweto and the Nieuwland project has been valuable to me, 
and it is amazing that together, we pulled it off, and people are actu-
ally living and working in what we dreamt up together. Meanwhile, 
at the Faculty of Spatial Sciences in Groningen, at the Department of 
Demography, I was surrounded by smart, caring people that research 
very different topics, but that are united in that they all try to make the 
world a better place. Liesbeth, Sanne, Hinke, Shirish, Miriam, Mirjam, 
Ajay, Sepideh, Lei, Eva, Daniel, Billy, Nikoletta, Sergi, Roberta, Karin, 
Eliza, Nicola, Elda, Jodi, and all other past and present colleagues made 
working there a pleasure. When I learned that Ori was at the depart-
ment where I had just obtained a position, I was certain that I would 
not be without a friend in Groningen. First Jianjun, and later Annaclau-
dia showed me in different ways how nice it can be to share an office. 

Finally, at difficult moments, Laura’s and Rik’s natural presence made 
a difference. Laura can listen and observe very well, which makes her 
such a good interviewer. Rik’s careful consideration of matters shines 
through in his work. The enthusiasm of Reza, whose ethnographic 
mind is reflected in his love for theory, is contagious, and only matched 
by that of Erik. 
 In Delft, I find it stimulating to work with Darinka, Gerard, Sara, 
Stephanie, Valentina, Vincent, and all the other people at the Housing 
Management Chair and more generally at the Department of Manage-
ment in the Built Environment. In Amsterdam, the solid work carried 
out unpretentiously by the editors of Rooilijn makes me proud to be 
part of the team. For that magazine, I worked for quite some years now 
with Antoin and Ruszenka, who designed the cover and the inner parts 
of the thesis, making it as pretty as it is. 
 I am very happy that my mother, Jantien, will be present at my 
defence, she is my most faithful supporter and taught me to ask critical 
questions. My aunt has always taken a keen interest in my work, while 
my uncle listens quietly. All of the family, including my cousins, make 
me feel I belong. Dot, Trevor, Rob and Tracey mirror that sentiment 
across the sea. Elsewhere, the guys quarrelled, coaxed and hurried me 
along. Finally, back to Steven, with whom I started the journey of this 
PhD thesis, and without whom it would not have happened. But most 
of all, to everyone that informed this research, including all the people 
that immediately and spontaneously started shared their unhappy 
renting stories as soon as I explained my interest in insecure housing. 
I sincerely hope my research can contribute in a small way to making 
renting more secure. Thank you all. 

1 Booth, R. (2020) ’Private renting making millions sick in England, poll shows’.  

The Guardian, 15 Janurary, https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/jan/15/

private-renting-making-millions-sick-england-poll.

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/jan/15/private-renting-making-millions-sick-england-poll
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/jan/15/private-renting-making-millions-sick-england-poll
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