
 

 

 University of Groningen

The regulatory and effector functions of B cells in ANCA-associated vasculitis
Lepse, Nikola

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2014

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Lepse, N. (2014). The regulatory and effector functions of B cells in ANCA-associated vasculitis. [Thesis
fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. s.n.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/53b956d1-c224-4c20-837d-56fd5dd62312


STELLINGEN

behorende bij het proefschrift

THE REGULATORY AND EFFECTOR FUNCTIONS  
OF B CELLS IN ANCA-ASSOCIATED VASCULITIS

1. The increased frequency of circulating IL-21-producing CD4+ T cells in ANCA-
positive patients with granulomatosis with polyangiitis suggests that therapeutic 
strategies that inhibit IL-21 signalling may be of benefit in these patients (this thesis).

2. Endogenous and exogenous stimuli work together to enhance ANCA production 
in vitro (this thesis).

3. In humans the phenotype of regulatory B cells (BREGS) is not well-defined; therefore 
characterization of BREGS solely based on cell surface markers is unreliable and 
should be accompanied by functional studies.

4. In patients with ANCA-associated vasculitis (AAV) the homeostasis of circulating 
B cell subsets is disturbed but the suppressive function of B cells is not 
compromised in AAV patients in remission (this thesis).

5. An increased histone acetylation status in the promoter region of a gene is not 
always associated with an increased expression of the respective gene (this thesis).

6. “Today, I wouldn’t get an academic job. It’s as simple as that. I don’t think I would 
be regarded as productive enough. [..] It’s difficult to imagine how I would ever have 
enough peace and quiet in the present sort of climate to do what I did in 1964.”
 Prof. Peter W. Higgs, the winner of the Noble Prize in Physics 2013, doubting 
that a similar scientific breakthrough could be achieved in today’s academic 
culture, because of the expectations on academics to “collaborate and keep 
churning out papers”.

7. Science is a way of thinking much more than it is a body of knowledge. 
Carl Sagan

8. Whether you think you can, or you think you can’t - you’re right. 
Henry Ford

9. Life is what happens to you while you’re busy making other plans. 
John Lennon
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