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SUMMARY

This research is related to developments in society with respect to the
improvement of the quality of diagnostics and treatment and their interre-
lationship in Child Protection and Child Care. It focusses on the develop-
ment of a system for the investigation and the reporting of disfunctional
parenting (so called 2A-cases) from a pedagogic perspective by the
Council for Child Protection.
The core question of this research is: how can uniformity in the report-
ing on disfunctional parenting be obtained from a pedagogical perspecti-
ve? This research is a first step in this process. In chapter 1 the theoreti-
cal basis and the design of the study are presented. On the basis of a
number of multicausal explanatory models crucial aspects of attention in
the reports on such problems are formulated. ’Sensitzing concepts’
(Blumer, 1974) in our analyses are ’the Child’, ’the Caretaker’, ’the
Types of rearing Situations’, and ’the Situational Context’. These sensiti-
zing concepts are derived from the 4-variables model, developed by Rink
et al, 1994. One further concept, namely ’Interaction’, has been added by
the author. According to these multicausal models, these 5 sensitzing
concepts contain the most important elements, necessary to describe the
rearing condition; they offer a ’neutral’ framework for the analysis of
reports on such 2A-cases. The method of Glaser and Strauss (1976) is
applied in this study to give a first onset for the development of a
’contentional’ theory on disfunctional parenting. The concept ’disfunctio-
nale parenting’ is in this study covert bij the concept ’Pedagogische
verwaarlozing’. This tentative theory is represented by the system of
categories of the Council for Child protection as developed in our study.
It is based on the analysis of all the different statements found in 124
reports on 2A-cases by the Council in the Northern area. This material is
presented and discussed in chapter 2. The characteristics of this system of
categories are compared with those discussed in some recent international
comprehensive reviews on theory and research on ’Child Abuse’ and
’Child Maltreatment’. These concepts cover the same domain as our con-
cept ’Pedagogische verwaarlozing’. On the basis of this comparison an
overview is given of those aspects of the system which seem to be
insufficiently presented in the present way of reporting.
In chapter 3 we inspect whether a number of instruments for the diagno-
sis and treatment for disfunctional parenting, currently in use in the
Netherlands, suggest further additions to the system of categories as it
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was derived from our analysis of the Councils reports. Only a few
additions are found. It appears that the Councils system of categories can
be used as an ’orientation’ framework. It gives a rather complete over-
view of the sort of information that has to be collected. In contrary to the
inspected instruments it does not contain an ’interpretation’ frame-work;
it does not indicate how the information should be interpreted.
In chapter 4 the results of the various analyses are integrated resulting in
a definitive system of categories. This system contains the necessary as-
pects for attention in the diagnosis and treatment of disfunctional parent-
ing (child abuse and child maltreatment).
Finally, in chapter 5 we critically discuss our own research methodology.
Furthermore, suggestions are given for the development of this system of
categories into a complete system for the reporting of 2A-cases from a
pedagogical perspective. We finally discuss, in which ways this system
can pay a contribution to the development of a coherent policy for the
Council of Child Protection in particular and for the Child Protection and
the Child Care in general.
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