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1. Using machine learning for phenotype prediction in livestock can unlock
the potential of phenotypic and environmental records that are not typically
used in breeding value estimation.

2. Computer vision technology could help minimize unnecessary human-animal
interaction at livestock farms, and improve livestock farming logistics.

3. The scientific literature of technological innovations related to livestock of-
ten makes mention of the role of livestock in solving the world’s food secu-
rity problems, and how technological innovations, such as machine learn-
ing, can facilitate that role. While this is true in certain contexts, what is also
deserving of attention is livestock’s detrimental role on the environment,
such as its green house emissions, and its heavy use of land, water, and
energy resources. Technological innovations, like machine learning, should
be channeled towards making livestock production more sustainable, rather
than increasing its size uncritically.

4. Due to the ubiquity of machine learning in people’s lives - including their
most intimate, personal, and consequential aspects - it is the social responsi-
bility of machine learning researchers and practitioners to find new ways to
demystify its methods, and to make the decisions made by those methods
more transparent. Feature selection, and other modes of interpreting mod-
els, deserve as much attention as the other benchmarks that are sought in
the field.

5. ”Down with the privileges of education, as well as with those of birth.”

- Peter Kropotkin


