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Propositions accompanying the PhD thesis 

Specialization, evolution and coexistence in a 
community context 

Ellen van Velzen 
 

1 Eco-evolutionary dynamics, compared to ecological or evolutionary dynamics, 
can either stabilize or destabilize coexistence depending on the specifics of the 
scenario under study (this thesis) 

2 Even a minor change in ecological assumptions can have a dramatic effect on 
model results, if said change causes a feedback in the dynamics of the model 
(chapter 2) 

3 Evolutionary change that stabilizes ecological dynamics can lead to unstable 
eco-evolutionary dynamics (chapter 2) 

4 Trade-off assumptions are a major determining factor for whether species can 
diverge and coexist (chapter 3) 

5 Reducing interspecific competition can impair coexistence (chapter 4) 

6 Evolutionary change driven by competition can change a competitive 
interaction into a facilitative one (chapter 5) 

7 A model is definitive. Reality is frequently inaccurate. 

8 Writing a fantasy story is far more constricting to the imagination than doing 
science; a story, after all, has to make intuitive sense. 

9 I love deadlines. I like the whooshing noise they make as they fly by.  
– Douglas Adams 

10 Ignorance more frequently begets confidence than does knowledge: it is those 
who know little, not those who know much, who so positively assert that this 
or that problem will never be solved by science.  

– Charles Darwin 

11 Only dull people are brilliant at breakfast.  
– Oscar Wilde 

 


