
 

 

 University of Groningen

Assembling the South–South through Extraction
Cezne, Eric Miro

DOI:
10.33612/diss.161792519

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2021

Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Cezne, E. M. (2021). Assembling the South–South through Extraction: Mozambique and Brazil’s Mining
Giant Vale S.A. amidst Multifaceted Tropical Connections across the South Atlantic. [Thesis fully internal
(DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen. https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.161792519

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 24-05-2023

https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.161792519
https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/f4fc5767-5358-4e11-bdeb-0db303155a05
https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.161792519


Propositions

belonging to the dissertation

Assembling the South–South through Extraction

by Eric Cezne

1. “The 19th century was Europe’s, the 20th century of the United States, and the 
21st century must be ours” (Brazilian President Lula da Silva – on the promises of 
South–South relations during a trip to Africa in 2006). 

2. The “South– South” not only refers to a geographically situated transnational web 
connecting the “Souths” of Mozambique and Brazil (loci) but also reveals specific 
modes (ethos) of establishing, maintaining, and signifying relations (this thesis).

3. To view the South–South without the lens of predefined subjectivities affords 
greater analytical liberty to trace how the South–South emerges in practice and in 
action – its many totalities, inner-workings, and ambiguities (this thesis).

4. Vale’s engagement in Mozambique demonstrates how the South–South is 
conceived, materialized, and operationalized – and hence assembled – through 
extraction (this thesis). 

5. Assemblage thought provides a productive vocabulary to critically examine how 
the South–South co-functions in and through extraction, sensitive to mundane 
global and local matters; the role of humans, ideas, and things; and the production 
of uneven outcomes (this thesis). 

6. Vale’s engagement in Mozambique highlights the South–South as a versatile, 
manipulable instrument and signifier, assembled to confer legitimacy to 
extraction, to articulate responsibility in the governance of extraction, and to 
contest the effects of extraction (this thesis).

7. The South–South assemblage represented by Vale’s extractivism in Mozambique, 
rather than a fixed form, is continuously in process – assembled, disassembled, 
and re-assembled as it splinters off in different directions (this thesis).

8. The South–South adjusts the ground at the same time that it invites the ground to 
mold it (this thesis – inspired by Mia Couto).

9. Just as the South Atlantic waters are subject to rising and falling tides or to 
powerful or impotent undercurrents, so do the South–South connections that sail 
over them amid booms and busts, hopes and dismay, and solidarity and interests 
(this thesis).


