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PROPOSITIONS 

SUBMITTED WITH THE PHD THESIS 

Neurocognitive profiling of children with specific or comorbid 
reading disabilities 

Bartholomeus J.A. de Groot 

I. The extent to which word reading is determined by phonological processing is 
also dependent on word reading proficiency itself, with the relative 
importance of phonological processing increasing with the severity of the 
reading disability (this thesis).  

II. Deficient phonemic awareness is a hallmark of reading disability, whereas 
rapid naming remains a relevant cognitive predictor throughout the whole 
word reading proficiency continuum (this thesis). 

III. Rapid naming is a differential diagnostic means to distinguish between specific 
reading disability and specific language impairment (this thesis).   

IV. As the presence of ADHD seems immaterial for decoding skills, a sharp 
diagnostic differentiation between specific and comorbid reading disabilities 
with ADHD is not warranted (this thesis). 

V. Adding visual attention measurements to phonological processing leads to a 
more comprehensive understanding of the neurocognitive basis of reading 
disabilities (this thesis). 

VI. Selective visual attention is a relevant but non-specific cognitive predictor of 
reading disability (this thesis).  

VII. Deficient orienting of attention should be further considered as a specific 
marker of reading disability (this thesis). 

VIII. Special needs education research should not exclusively focus on problem 
behavior, but should also embrace excellency as a beacon for the identification 
of protective factors. 

IX. Reading must keep going, …but so does writing! 

X. In determining whether a diagnostically relevant threshold is reached, it is a 
mistake to consider the speed and accuracy for cognitive tests that measure 
the same neuropsychological construct, as separate parameters. 

XI. Dutch policy makers should take the Finnish educational system far more 
serious than currently is the case, with special reference to talent development 
in general, and the central role of musical education in particular. 
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