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1. “The best part of our brain, that which is neocortical, must be 
used to help others and not just to make discoveries” (“La 
componente migliore del nostro cervello, la componente 
neocorticale, deve essere utilizzata per l’aiuto al prossimo, non 
soltanto per la scoperta”) - Rita Levi Montalcini (Nobel Prize in 
Medicine, 1986). 

2. Interdisciplinary research is the key for great and productive 
Science. 

3. If the research community were more focused on cooperation 
rather than competition, scientific development will proceed way 
faster. 

4. Never draw conclusions on a reaction that involves lignin from 
the product color. 

5. Lignin and acid, not such a bad combination after all! 

6. Having fun during a PhD is as important as dedication and talent. 

7. The feeling of the one time you get a good result compensates 
for all the other experiments that failed.
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