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Propositions accompanying the thesis 

 
Acting Individually or Together 

An Investigation of Children’s Development of Distributivity 
 

 
 

 Children's development of definite plurals shows that the adult collective 
preference with definite plurals is the result of a conversational implicature. 

 
 Children have to learn to understand the distributive character of distributive 

quantifiers before they develop a preference for the collective interpretation 
with definite plurals. (Chapter 3 and 7) 

 
 There is no difference in the acceptability of collective and distributive readings 

with the two Dutch distributive quantifiers iedere and elke.  (Chapter 3) 
 
 Children’s distributivity preferences and spreading errors are not related. 

(Chapter 4) 
 
 The more working memory capacity children have, the more adult-like they are 

in their interpretation of non-distributively marked sentences. (Chapter 4 and 5) 
 
 Spreading errors in children’s acquisition of quantification are not related to 

children's limited working memory capacity. (Chapter 4 and 6) 
 
 Covered-box tasks are an excellent method for investigations where alternative 

meanings are relevant, including implicatures, and should be used more widely. 
(Chapter 7) 

 
 The interpretation of sentences with distributive quantifiers such as each is 

influenced by whether or not the verbal action can be interpreted distributively. 
(Chapter 8) 

 
 You cannot wash a chicken and pigs are not black. (Child participant in the study 

presented in Chapter 8).  
 
 When you are staying home the entire summer without any social interactions, 

you are either in the midst of a pandemic or finishing your PhD. Or both. 
 
 Wat er ook gebeurt, altijd blijven lachen. (Aad van Toor) 
 

Anna de Koster, mei 2021 


