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》》》CHAPTER  10

It is almost the end of my PhD journey. The research could not have been conducted without 
effort and support of many people. I would like to take this opportunity to express sincere 
gratitude for all your help.

First and foremost, I wish to show my deep gratitude to my primary promotor, Assoc. Prof. 
Peter M.A. van Ooijen. Thank you for providing me the chance to study as a PhD candidate 
in your machine learning lab at the University of Groningen. Your scientific insights and 
invaluable suggestions in the past years made my PhD possible. Whenever I get stuck in the 
research, you have never hesitated to help me out with your brilliant ideas. I have never met 
a computer scientist who has comprehensive knowledge and extensive experience in diverse 
fields like you. I am so grateful for your supervision and proud of being your PhD student.

Dear Prof. Matthijs Oudkerk, thank you for widening my eyes from clinical perspectives 
and your wealth of knowledge in lung cancer screening is inspiring. I appreciate that you 
enlighten me in the field of radiology. I am also thankful for giving me the chance to work 
at the institute for DiagNostic Accuracy as an AI data engineer during my PhD period. 
Thank you for teaching me how to manage a multidisciplinary team and to perform large-
scale research projects. Your remarkable ideas always impressed me and I enjoyed all the 
discussions with you.

Dear Prof. Raymond N.J. Veldhuis, I would like to thank you for all your continuous 
encouragement and insightful feedback from the University of Twente. Geographical 
distance never stopped you to support me with your scientific expertise. It is with great 
pleasure that you are one of my promotors. Many research projects would not have been 
finished without your support.

Besides my supervisors, I am thankful to members of my outstanding promotion committee, 
Prof. H.J.M. Groen, Prof. W.J. Niessen, Prof. L.R.B. Schomaker, Thank you for taking time 
to review my thesis. I hope you enjoy the work presented here.

Dear Prof. Vliegenthart Rozemarijn, I am grateful that you recommended me to Peter when 
I was looking for a PhD position. Thank you for all your thoughtful advice on my papers. 
I learned a lot radiological concepts from you, which helps me to understand my projects 
better. 

Dear Prof. Truuske de Bock, thank you so much for your valuable ideas and statistical 
suggestions in the NELCIN-B3 project. Your expertise gives me new insights of 
epidemiology.

Dear Prof. Johannes A. Langendijk, thank you for all the guidance that you gave in the 
radiotherapy project. You always give me constructive feedback and wonderful clinical 
ideas to improve my work. 

Dear Prof. Stefan Both, thanks for showing me how to be an outstanding researcher. It 
was my pleasure to discuss many intriguing topics with you. Your systematic and critical 
thinking have always impressed me.
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Dear Dr. Nanna Maria Sijtsema and Dr. Robin Wijsman, I have bothered you with many 
clinical and technical questions. I am grateful that you are always patient to convey me 
knowledge of radiotherapy. You have been very supportive in my research. Thank you so 
much for continuing to encourage me.

Dear Dr. Jiapan Guo, Dr. Marleen Vonder, Dr. Marjolein A. Heuvelmans, Dr. Monique D. 
Dorrius, Dr. Ludo L.J. Cornelissen, Dr. Grigory A. Sidorenkov, Dr. Gert Jan Pelgrim, thank 
you all for providing valuable comments on my research. I appreciate for having been 
greatly supported by all of you throughout the editing and revising papers. I hope there will 
more collaborations between us in the future.

Dear Dr. Xiaonan Cui, thank you for your enthusiasm for the study of lung cancer. I am 
thankful that you shared diagnostic experience with me. Your lectures about politics, 
history, economics are fascinating.

Special thanks should give to other co-authors who substantially contributed to the research 
in this thesis. Many thanks for your suggestions from the clinical and technical point of 
view.

Dear Stella, our mother goose, thank you for helping me to solve many issues whenever 
I have and taking care of me all the time. You made me feel at home in the Netherlands. I 
also enjoyed our trip in Vienna and the Schnitzel was really delicious. 

Dear Daan, I feel privileged that you can be my paranymph. You are a real big brother who 
is always supportive in my daily life. You are a barrel of laughs in the MLL team, making 
my long PhD journey much more fun. I also enjoyed the parties and game nights that we 
had. Hope we can share more interesting experience whenever we meet again.

Dear lovely colleagues, Ricardo, Xueping, Bingjiang, Yeshu, Qiao, Jingxuan, Alessia, 
Erfan, Nikos, Lu, Daiwei, Rik, Ivan, Congying, Runlei, Daan, Moniek, Randy, Wouter, 
Aniek, Mirjam, Jiali, Yihui, Erik, Jiehui, Evgeni, Robert, Dirkjan, Mario, Mike, Harriet, 
Victor, Boudewijn, Sebastiaan, we had wonderful time together and I am delighted to have 
worked with you.

I would also like to express my appreciation to all my friends from different countries. 
Thank you all for organizing parties or treating me with tasty meals. Thank you for sharing 
stories and listening to my complaints. I wish all you have a good career in the future. And 
no matter where we go, we can still share some happenings.

Fortunately, I have also the privilege to have my family members who constantly support 
every decision that I made. Thank you for your unconditional love and tolerance, though 
you are 7,482 km away. 

Lastly, I want to thank my girlfriend, Jing. Love is patient, love is kind. That is how you 
accompany me in the past years. The day you entered my life, I became the luckiest person 
in the world Grey.
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