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Propositions ‘The Right of Victims of International Crimes to 
Reparations in the Aftermath of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi 
in Rwanda’ 

1. Although victims’ right to reparations has gained international 
recognition and is an integral part of international criminal justice, 
the standards of reparations as defined in international law are full of 
unattainable expectations. 

2. The enormity of the harm caused by such crimes, the high number 
of victims affected and the lack of resources to respond effectively 
to the victims’ needs limit the ability of courts to address legal claims 
for reparations by the victims. 

3. Measures aiming at addressing the harm suffered by the victims of 
mass violations of human rights need to be designed in response to 
context-specific societal needs. The success of the reparation 
programs depends mainly on how they address the background, 
context, nature and consequences of the conflict. 

4. For all victim-survivors I interviewed the Gacaca system was a 
‘bitter medicine’. 

5. Interviewed victim-survivors view the government decision of 
maximum accountability of genocide perpetrators as an admission of 
the wrongful acts committed against them and a recognition of the 
pain and losses they suffered. 

6. Accountability of perpetrators is a key feature of victims’ right to 
reparations. It leads not only to the sanctioning of perpetrators but 
also to the disclosure of the truth. It brings the facts of past atrocities 
into public awareness and thus officially acknowledges that crimes 
were committed and that victims were wronged. 

7. Shared positive attitudes among Rwandans towards national 
identity as an alternative to ethnic identification derives – on the side 
of the Tutsi community - from the need to get rid of the ethnicity for 
which their relatives and friends were killed and - on the side of the 
Hutu community - from the need to restore their self-esteem by 
getting rid of the ethnicity in the name of which the genocide was 
committed. 

8. ‘Once a victim, always a victim. That's the law.’ Quote by Thomas 
Hardy.
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