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1. The future space-based interferometer LISA will be essential in 
testing and informing the current theoretical models of black hole 
evolution (Chapter 2). 

2. Mergers dominate the initial phases of black hole growth during 
the first billion years of the Universe. After that, the majority of 
their mass is gained via gas accretion
(Chapter 3). 

3. According to our model, black hole feedback at high redshift is 
most important for galaxies with masses M ~
10^{9.5-10} solar masses (Chapter 4). 

4. Given the number of physical processes and the dynamical range 
involved, semi-analytic models are still the best tools to study black 
hole growth in a cosmological context (Chapters 2, 3, 4). 

5. The selection of job applicants based on one's academic merits 
and achievements is inevitably biased with respect to the social and 
economical background of the candidates. 

6. To reach an equilibrium from an unbalanced situation, some 
oscillations around the equilibrium point are necessary. It is fair that 
under-represented categories are actively favoured until balance is 
restored. 

7. Inequalities in the working conditions between people hired to 
effectively do the same job are unjustifiably demeaning to the 
individual and disruptive to the work environment. 

8. Hierarchical systems are often conservative, since the elements 
where the decision-making power is concentrated enjoy more 
benefits than the rest and thus have little incentive to change the 
status quo. 

9. Irony is the most immediate and intuitive tool we have to put in a 
broader perspective the effective reach of our own accomplishments 
and failures, often overestimated from our personal point of view.
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