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Propositions accompanying the Ph.D. thesis The welfare impacts of 
buffer stock operations in agriculture in Ghana By Emmanuel 
Abokyi 

1. Public buffer stockholding is still a viable option for governments 
in developing countries to stabilize prices and impact commodity 
trade for smallholder farmers' benefits (this thesis). 

2. Improving food security indicates poverty reduction as food 
security is a vital component of poverty and a measure of well-being, 
despite not encapsulating all dimensions of well-being (this thesis). 

3. Smallholder maize farmers are more concerned about income 
stability than income increases when dealing with the food security 
of their households in Ghana (this thesis). 

4. In the case of smallholder farmers, objective well-being is a good 
predictor of subjective well-being (this thesis). 

5. The activities of middlemen hurt smallholder farmers’ well-being 
(this thesis). 

6. Engagement in multiple jobs by smallholder farmers improves 
their income levels; however, it lowers their subjective well-being 
(this thesis) 

7. Public buffer stockholding is more likely to succeed if designed to 
achieve fewer objectives; and more importantly, targeting producers 
generates multiplier effect for the entirely economy (this thesis). 

8. Supporting agriculture, to increase overall productivity and well-
being of households, versus not hampering the shift from agriculture 
to manufacturing and services, is a thin line, requiring periodic 
evaluation (this thesis). 

9. In low income countries, the right to food (security) is more of an 
economic and development issue than a legal issue and hence cases 
concerning the violation and enforcement of this right to food 
require economic approach than the court systems. 

10. Peace is costly, but it is worth the expense (an African proverb), 
so is a buffer stock operation.
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