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always tried to cheer up each other when needed. I will never forget how you helped and 
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motivated me through those difficult times. Thanks for being such supportive friends, and for 
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special mention for our friendship during the PhD adventure. I met you within the first week 
after my arrival to Groningen and we became friends quickly. I often recall the awesome 
time we spent together on ‘movie nights’, the joking, cooking, ‘teasing’, and talking about 
European history and countries… Our chance encounter in Beijing was fun and I hope we can 
meet each other very soon! Yehan Wang, I have known you since I came to Groningen and 
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rock music. We had many laughs, cheerful chats, and I gained a lot of knowledge from you! 
Tiecheng, thanks a lot for all your support when I was in need, and I wish you and Liu the best 
of luck for your careers and future plans. I hope I can visit Tokyo very soon!

Qi Cao, you are such a ‘famous’ person in the Chinese community in Groningen and 
thanks for all the fun activities we had, and for inviting me to be your wedding host in the 
Netherlands. It was my honor and a great experience. I cannot forget how fun it was that we 
had a talk show together with Shuai Feng and Zhe Yan, and thanks for having me! Shuai Feng, 
I really enjoyed all your jokes, and often think ‘comedy show’ can be your part-time job. I very 
much appreciate your support for my last tough year (lock-down life). Hailun, you are such 
an attractive girl, and thanks for sharing your many fascinating ideas with me. I promise I will 
visit you in Inner Mongolia and I am really looking forward to that! Shili Chen, I am so lucky to 
meet you in Groningen! I really like your optimism, and you are such an understanding girl! 
Talking to you always made me feel relaxed and thanks for always listening to me, supporting 
me, and encouraging me. The first person I will visit in Nanjing is you, and it will come true 
very soon! I wish you all the best in the future together with Binqi Tang. Yuanyuan Wang (and 
Liqiang Lu), we have known each other for years, but we got even closer during the corona 
time. Many thanks for all your encouraging and supportive words, and for always being there 
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for me! I wish we could have met much earlier! Jane (Zhang), you are such an independent 
and considerate girl. I have greatly enjoyed our many conversations and your home-made 
delicious food, especially when you celebrated my birthday during the lockdown time.
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Now it is time to say goodbye and move on to the next chapter of my life. I will remember 
Groningen fondly and hold close all the beautiful memories of being with you. As Leonard 
Nimoy tweeted, “A life is like a garden. Perfect moments can be had, but not preserved, 
except in memory.” 

Jing Wu
Groningen, 2021

244 

AC
KN

O
W

LE
D

G
EM

EN
T


	Acknowledgement



