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Propositions related to the PhD thesis 
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Embracing an area-specific approach in urban China 

 

Jing Wu 

 

1. A strongly top-down and conformance-oriented approach for evaluating local 

implementation of energy transition policies tells only a superficial story that fails to 

show actual levels of policy performance (Chapter 2). 

 

2. Area-specific and decentralised approaches in the governance of energy transition are 

sensible also in China; but local willingness and abilities to cope with them cannot be 

assumed to exist (Chapter 3). 

 

3. Developing decentralised and area-specific policies is at serious risk of failure without 

central support and stimuli (Chapter 3). 

 

4. When pursuing an energy transition, it is crucial to involve integrated, area-specific and 

holistic policy strategies (Chapter 4). 

 

5. Institutional change is not simply about improvement, alteration or redesign of formal 

regulations; it is also a change of people, routines and traditions such as the Chinese 

practice of Guanxi (Chapter 5). 

 

6. Collaborative planning approaches on local energy transition in China are problematic 

mostly due to power imbalances, ill-adapted traditions, and lack of experience (Chapter 

5). 

 

7. The cost of our success is the exhaustion of natural resources, leading to energy crises, 

climate change, pollution, and the destruction of our habitat. If you exhaust natural 

resources, there will be nothing left for your children. If we continue in the same 

direction, humankind is headed for some frightful ordeals, if not extinction. (Christian de 

Duve) 

 

8. The frame, the definition, is a type of context. And context, as we said before, determines 

the meaning of things. There is no such thing as the view from nowhere, or from 

everywhere for that matter. Our point of view biases our observation, consciously and 

unconsciously. You cannot understand the view without the point of view. (Noam 

Shpancer) 

 

9. Practice has a logic which is not that of the logician. (Pierre Bourdieu) 

 

10. To learn without thinking is blindness, to think without learning is idleness. (Confucius, 

551-479 BC) 

 

11. Stepping out of the comfort zone is the first step to challenge yourself.  

 

12. What you benefit from doing a PhD is not only gaining the ‘knowledge’, but as well 

about training yourself to be more emotionally resilient. 
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