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Propositions accompanying the PhD thesis Lives on Edge by 

Erik Meij  

 

1. Everyday practices of people experiencing poverty in disadvantaged areas are 

increasingly pushed further to the edges of society through exclusionary forms 

of socio-spatial development thereby deepening and perpetuating socio-spatial 

inequalities  

 

2. Current forms of socio-spatial developments and interventions often impinge 

on the everyday practices and perceptions of individuals and groups 

experiencing poverty  

 

3. Social mixing solely for the sake of improving livability exacerbates the 

problems experienced by people experiencing poverty (chapter 2) 

 

4. Rhythmanalysis provides a useful lens through which to identify disconnects 

between socio-spatial development and everyday practices of local residents 

(chapter 2) 

 

5. The right to the city and the right to the village includes the right to socio-

spatial development in accord with one’s everyday practices (chapter 3) 

 

6. Socio-spatial development that attempts to obscure poverty is oppressive 

development (chapter 3) 

 

7. The enduring and intergenerational character of poverty in the Groninger 

Veenkoloniën is heavily intertwined with socio-spatial stigma (chapter 4) 

 

8. Social isolation and alienation caused by small, hierarchical and tightly knit 

networks are fundamental factors in the intergenerational and enduring 

character of poverty in the Groninger Veenkoloniën (chapter 4) 

 

9. Co-analysis adds a deep experiential layer of meaning to ethnographic data 

(chapter 5) 

 

10. Researchers who investigate experiences of poverty should always invest time 

in volunteering, not just as a way to gather information, but to give back directly 

to the people whose lives are the subject of research  


