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Propositions 
 

Reading by Example. The Communication of Religious Knowledge  
in the Collationes of the Brothers of the Common Life 

Pieter Boonstra 

 

1. Despite their supposed aversion to the world, the Brothers of the Common Life 
showed engagement with the daily life of urban laypeople in the collatio. 

2. Lay participants in the collatio were actively involved in the process of 
communicating religious knowledge. 

3. Participation in the collatio was an invitation to join the textual community of the 
Brothers of the Common Life, without any obligation to join a religious community. 

4. Having a private conversation in the sleeping cell of a Brother of the Common Life 
would have been a more effective way of communicating devout ideals and religious 
practices than attending the sermon in church. 

5. A book of collations was not essential to performing the collatio: any text deemed 
beneficial to the participants could potentially be read as a collation. 

6. As texts, the collations show originality even when composed of excerpts and 
quotations. 

7. The Glose opt Pater noster and the Glose opt Ave Maria are fully part of Dirc van 
Herxen’s First Book of Collations and thus should be considered collations. 

8. Cities in the late medieval Low Countries knew as active an urban preaching culture 
as the ones in Italy, though this is obscured by fragmentarity and the multiformity of 
source materials. 

9. The importance of urban communities of the Modern Devotion lies in their 
connections with laypeople. 

10. A library is only as good as the people keeping it accessible. 
11. Striving for excellence is a noble goal, but good enough is still good.  


