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1. Second language/dialect acquisition can only be studied adequately by means of 

an interdisciplinary approach. 

2. The observation that second dialect acquisition develops similarly for linguistic 

dialects and musical dialects suggests that the alleged language-music connection 

is even more intricate than previously assumed. 

3. While listeners can differentiate between West Coast and East Coast African-

American English speech, they often have incorrect notions of how these accents 

are actually distinct. 

4. The non-linear development of 2Pac’s accent development (both in a linguistic 

and in a musical sense) could only be explained and predicted due to our extensive 

knowledge of the course of his life. This exemplifies the value of studying public 

figures rather than anonymous subjects. 

5. Researching musical rhythm and melody on the basis of sheet music is like 

researching prosody on the basis of writing. 

6. “Without deviation from the norm, progress is not possible” (Frank Zappa). 

Academia claims to embrace innovation and original ideas, but when push comes 

to shove, many academics are reluctant to change their ways, playing it safe and 

following the conventional paths instead.  

7. Sampling in music should work like citing in academia: as long as you are 

transparent about your sources, you should be allowed to incorporate anyone’s 

work in your own without explicit permission from the creators of the original. 

8. It is a great misconception that greater complexity equals greater quality in music. 

In truth, there is hardly any relation between the two. 

9. Violent lyrical content in hip-hop music is judged according to different standards 

than violent lyrical content in other genres. 

10. Few artists have impacted music and society as much as 2Pac has. 


