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Stellingen 

Behorende bij het proefschrift  

 

The role of the placenta in transmitting disturbed serotonin levels from the 

maternal environment 

a comparative study with live-bearing fish, rats and humans 

 

1. The process of extracellular matrix organization should be the focus of future 

research into the mechanisms underlying the effects of antidepressants on the 

placenta.  

2. Even though no animal placenta exactly resembles the human placenta, animal 

studies are an asset in studying het effect of an adverse maternal milieu on the 

placenta.  

3. The costs and benefits of having a placenta depend strongly on environmental 

conditions, as a negative maternal milieu is transmitted through the placenta and 

impacts the developing offspring.  

4. Environmental research on the effect of antidepressants in aquatic species that 

live in surface waters should not only look at the effects of direct exposure, but 

has to take the effect of prenatal exposure into account as well.  

5. Sex-specific analysis in studying the effects of prenatal antidepressant exposure 

on the placenta and offspring is indispensable.  

6. The ‘experiment Promotieonderwijs’ has led to undesirable inequality between 

PhD-students and this should be a concern of us all.  

7. “Trust those who seek the truth, but doubt those who say they have found it.” 

André Gide 

 

 

Laura Staal 

 

 


