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Propositions

accompanying the dissertation

MORE THAN WORDS: RECOGNIZING SPEECH OF PEOPLE WITH
PARKINSON’S DISEASE

by

Vasilisa VERKHODANOVA

1. Hypokinetic dysarthria has broad consequences for communication for people
with Parkinson’s disease. It affects both intelligibility of speech and listeners’ im-
pressions about healthiness of speech. (This dissertation)

2. Listeners’ ability to recognize speech of people with Parkinson’s disease as un-
healthy is rooted in acoustic changes in speech, not in its content. (This disser-
tation)

3. Experience matters: listeners’ experience in the field of speech and language ther-
apy or speech sciences affects their recognition of dysarthric speech. (This disser-
tation, Chapters 3, 5, and 6)

4. Language background matters: dysarthric speech recognition is influenced by the
native language of the listeners. (This dissertation, Chapters 5 and 6)

5. Time matters: tracking speech parameters is a useful tool for monitoring the pro-
gression and/or development of dysarthria and objectively evaluating long-term
effects of speech therapy. (This dissertation, Chapters 7 and 8)

6. Speech assessments made by listeners’ with non-clinical background could con-
tribute to early detection of Parkinson’s disease. (This dissertation, Chapters 4, 5,
and 7)

7. ”The only way we’re going to know when we actually have a cure [for Parkinson’s
disease] is when we have an objective measure that can answer that for sure.” (Max
Little)

8. ”We have to take action against Parkinson’s now – through prevention, advocacy,
care, and treatment.” (Ray Dorsey, Todd Sherer, Michael Okun, Bastiaan Bloem)

9. ”Do not seek to follow in the footsteps of the wise; seek what they sought.” (Matsuo
Bashō)


