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Propositions accompanying the PhD thesis:
Seasonal biology of Drosophila suzukii

Genetic and phenotypic variation in the Netherlands
Aurore Panel

1. Considering that genetic differences may occur between pest populations, research into 
effective pest management practices should focus more on population level than on species 
level (this thesis, Chapter II).

2. The key starting point for annual seasonal population buildup are overwintered D. su-
zukii females, not their offspring emerging from early spring hosts (this thesis, Chapter 
III).

3. Releasing sterile males in autumn periods might be more effective to control D. suzukii, 
especially if long-term sperm storage during overwintering periods alters the outcome of 
sperm competition (this thesis, Chapter IV).

4. Investigating sperm viability of D. suzukii males of different morphotypes and exposed 
to various temperature conditions would be highly valuable for predicting population buil-
dup and seasonal dynamics (this thesis, Chapter IV).

5. Treating summer and winter morphotypes of D. suzukii as discrete entities underesti-
mates the extent of plasticity that this pest species exhibits (this thesis, Chapter V).

6. The success of pest management strategies is determined by the timing of the interven-
tion, which is directly influenced by the biology and ecology of the pest (this thesis, all 
Chapters).

7. It is unrealistic to think that the coordination of research on a global scale and the adop-
tion of international regulations will be sufficient to fight effectively against the increase of 
biological invasions (this thesis, Chapter VI).

8. “Science without conscience is the death of the soul”, François Rabelais, Pantagruel.

9. “It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data. Insensibly one begins to twist 
facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit facts”, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, A Scandal 
in Bohemia.


