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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 
 

The nature and evolution of humoral immune responses to influenza virus 
 

1. Unlike the ‘Original Antigenic Sin’ theory, the ‘Antigenic Seniority’ theory supports 
the notion of continued affinity maturation of influenza-specific memory B cells and 
activation of naïve B cells specific for newly encountered influenza virus strains. 
(This thesis)  

 
2. Influenza-specific antibodies which act via non-neutralizing mechanisms can confer 

protection against influenza virus. These antibodies do not provide sterilizing 
immunity and use non-neutralizing effector mechanisms to fight viral infection. 
(This thesis) 

 
3. Repeated vaccination with many antigenically very diverse influenza virus strains 

has the potential to generate long lasting broad immunity. This type of immunity 
would be able to confer protection against a broad repertoire of influenza virus 
strains. (This thesis) 

 
4. Development and introduction of consensus protocols as well as determination of 

inter-laboratory variability of results will require international consortia which 
already have started these activities. (This thesis) 

 

5. We know that influenza specific immune memory can be acquired via vaccination 
or infection. As a consequence, we have the opportunity to intervene by shaping or 
skewing influenza immune memory through influenza vaccination. (This thesis) 

 
6. We do not need magic to change the world, we carry all the power we need inside 

ourselves already: we have the power to imagine better. J.K.Rowling 
 

7. It is a dangerous business going out your door. You step onto the road, and if you 
don't keep your feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept off to. J.R.R. 
Tolkien  

 
8. I know that I know nothing. Socrates 


