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Propositions belonging to the thesis

Values, culture, and national 
identity in economics

Perspectives on the relation between the individual and the collective

by Juliette R. de Wit

1. Personal beliefs are not sufficient if one is interested in a measure of civic norm 
conformity. Expectations towards others are an essential condition for civic norm 
conformity. (Chapter 2)

2. Social surveys benefit from adding questions that capture so-called empirical 
expectations. (Chapter 2)

3. While the importance of cross-cultural modelling is widely acknowledged, the 
tension between the individual level and national cultural level is a key concern. 
This tension is rooted in the definition of culture as a configurational construct, 
and the practice of relating national cultural dimensions to individual level 
outcomes. (Chapter 3)

4. Diversity in norms and values at the individual level is captured by three value 
types: liberal, traditionalist, and conservative-collectivist. Most individuals hold a 
configuration of values; only a limited share of our sample identifies fully with 
only one value type. (Chapter 3)

5. The presence of individual value types differs significantly across countries as 
reflected in different centers of gravity across countries. Countries thus vary in the 
relative presence of people leaning towards liberal, traditionalist, or conservative-
collectivist values. (Chapter 3)

6. People identify with the nation state on various grounds. There are 
three ideal types that best capture the sources of identification with the 
Netherlands: the ethnic type, the civic type, and the indifferent type. (Chapter 
4)

7. The strength of identification explains the intensity of discussions 
surrounding national identity. The stronger individuals identify with one 
source of national identification, the stronger opinions polarize. (Chapter 4)

8. Economic decisions are not made in a vacuum; they are affected by their 
social environment.

9. Wie schrijft, die blijft. 

10. The whole is greater than the sum of its parts (freely interpreted from 
Aristotle, Topics VI, Chapter 13).
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