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1. The use of additives (non-innocent) in the context of C–H activation naturally increases the complexity of 
the mechanism, but requires more attention to its actual role for the future developments. 
 

2. Researchers in the field of total synthesis deserve great admiration. It takes a lot of knowledge of unlimited 
reaction strategies, enormous dedication and perseverance to achieve any target. (J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2017, 
139, 42, 14901–14904, 18 PhD student have published dissertations in which they describe their attempts 
toward the synthesis of Tetrapetalones, also see synthesis of azadirachtin, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 2007, 46, 
7629-7632). 
 

3. A good way to make sure someone actually reads your writing is to put the word "CONFIDENTIAL" on the 
front page. 
 

4. Never forget to isolate and characterize your unconventional byproducts. They may turn out to be the most 
important product, like a stroke of luck (Chapter 6). 
 

5. I would like to see HPLCs equipped with a magnetic column in the future when chemists want to separate 
enantiomers (Science, 2018, 360, 1331, Magnets can now fish out enantiomers). 
 

6. The mental health of researchers is a concern, which must needs proper attention (Nature 575, 2019, 257-
258). 

 
7. The research behind who holds the record for the longest C–C single bond may call into question the 

definition of a chemical bond (Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2019, 58, 1397, a C–C bond length of 1.93Å was 
detected). 
 

8. Recrystallization is one of the simplest but most effective methods of purifying a chemical substance (Nature 
Catalysis, 2021, 4, 71–78). 
 

9. Despite the great successes with light-driven molecular motors, the development of chemically driven 
molecular motors still falls behind because we are not yet able to design them appropriately. 
 

10. Excellent ideas that are not successful must also be published if they know the reason behind it. (J. Am. 
Chem. Soc., 2007, 129, 376-386). 

 
11. If you work with colleagues who are a little better than you, then you are in the right workplace. 

 

 

 


