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Si caminas solo, irás más rápido; si caminas
acompañado, llegarás más lejos.

–Proverbio chino–

Morning of January 24, 2017. Airport of Valencia. Unusual for me, I was on
time at the airport to take the flight that was going to bring me to Groningen,
the place for my next interview for a PhD position. In addition to my (unusual,
as I said) punctuality, I had my interview very well prepared. Nothing could
go wrong. Or at least this is what I thought. Two hours later the flight took
off without me. I can still remember as if it was yesterday the panic I felt after
not being able to take that flight. I thought everything was lost. I was going
to miss the opportunity that I had been waiting for months. After calling
Mariano desperate from the airport, he calmed me down and changed the day
of my interview. The only thing I had to do was to find another flight to go
to Groningen. And so did I. . .

That was the beginning of the adventure that ends with these acknowledge-
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most exciting of the adventures. As is the case with all adventures, it has had
good and bad moments. Days when I felt on top of the world and days when
the fear of failure was so strong that I almost (and when I say almost I really
mean almost) quit. But, despite all this emotional roller coaster, I can only
say that doing a PhD and becoming an astronomer has been a dream come
true.

Now that we are at the end of the road, it is time to remember and acknowledge
all the people that made this dream possible. First of all, I would like to thank
my supervisors, Diego and Mariano, for giving me the chance of doing my PhD
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this during these four years. Needless to say, I really enjoyed all the evenings
in the pub and all the football games we played (especially those that I won).

Mariano, thanks to you all our projects became deeper than they were before.
I learnt with you how to be more precise in all the steps of a research project.
I am very amazed about how many conclusions and new research lines you
extract from any result we get. I have really enjoyed (and I still do it) all our
discussions about our projects. Every time we talk about a project, I know
this will become more interesting. I would also like to thank you for all your
support. At some points of the PhD, you had to deal with the worst version
of myself, and you were always very patient and you did not allow me to fall.
I will never be able to thank you enough for all this.
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when a lot of students complained because they did not pass the exams and
essays. Second, for helping me with the translation of the summary of my the-
sis. Finally, I would like to thank you, Beike, for inviting me to those dinners
at your place with Diego, Omer and other researchers.

I thank both the amazing XRB groups in Southampton and Groningen. From
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Vincentelli, Jakub, Liang, Mayukh, Brian, Arianna, Mehtap, Jamie and Yanan.
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a lot of time discussing and helping each other with our projects. I would like
to thank Angel for all the discussions about science and life (we started with
science, we always ended talking about life) after 19.00 in the office when we
were the only people still working there. Noel has been a good friend during
my whole PhD after we met just before I moved to Southampton. He was the
only person who I could use the Spanish slang with, and for that I am very
grateful. With Giulio, I had thousands and thousands of discussions about
science that helped me to understand much better my projects. I really thank
you for that, Giulio. I would also thank Mayukh for all his help to organise the
group meetings in Southampton. Every time I didn’t have anyone to speak at
the meetings, he volunteered. How many meetings were saved by him! For the
rest of the group, I just can thank you all for being part of one of the most
important epochs of my life.

From the XRB group in Groningen, I would like to mention Kostas, Fede,
Valentina, Yuexin, Sai Na, Jordi and Evandro. Fede has been a very important
person during my PhD. He helped me a lot with my projects and he spent a
lot of time trying to solve all my doubts. I am still amazed about how deep
is his knowledge about X-ray binaries. Kostas is a very good friend of mine.
Since we met, we have shared experiences, discussions about work and chats
about the PhD life that helped both going forward, even in the most difficult
times. We also lived together for some time in Groningen. I will always be
very grateful for all this time together. I would also like to thank Valentina
for our friendship during the PhD and all the time spent together. Despite all
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