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Propositions 

Lu Liu 

1. When people are able to influence major decisions (e.g., the location of a wind park), this is 

more likely to increase public acceptability of renewable energy projects than being able to 

influence minor decisions (e.g., colour of wind turbines). (this thesis) 

2. Public participation is likely to increase the perceived fairness of the decision-making 

procedures, which in turn enhances public acceptability of renewable energy projects. (this 

thesis) 

3. High levels of public influence may decrease public acceptability of renewable energy projects 

because people may believe it results in lower quality of decisions as they think the public does 

not have sufficient expertise to take these decisions. (this thesis) 

4. Public acceptability of renewable energy projects is higher when people trust the responsible 

agent or when they have influence over major decisions, as both imply public concerns are 

more likely to be taken into account. (this thesis) 

5. Trust in the integrity of responsible agents has a stronger influence on public acceptability of 

the decision-making process and renewable energy projects, compared to trust in the 

competence of responsible agents. (this thesis) 

6. Public participation and trust are likely to influence public acceptability of the decision-making 

process and renewable energy projects in a similar way in the Netherlands and China. (this 

thesis) 

7. “Democracy is not the law of the majority but protection of the minority”. (Albert Camus) 

8. PhD life is associated more strongly with “gezelligheid” than with “gedoe”. (Lu Liu) 


