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Propositions  

1. Both semantic and phonetic aspects of speech can be used as quantitative markers 
for schizophrenia-spectrum disorders.  

2. Antipsychotic medication is an important confounding factor in analysis of speech in 
schizophrenia-spectrum disorders.  

3. While initial findings are promising, future applications of speech analysis require a 
focus on clinically relevant questions such as differential diagnosis, prognosis or 
relapse prediction.  

4. Machine learning approaches of speech data should be carried out in larger samples, 
and validated in independent data sets.  

5. The developments in natural language processing driven by commercial applications 
in other fields can be readily applied in the medical field.  

6. Analysis of speech so far has only scratched the surface of the valuable information 
speech possesses.  

7. That psychiatric research is burdened by heterogeneity of subjects and disorders 
does not make it a less worthwhile or less scientific pursuit.  

8. The world is in many respects becoming a better place, and science is one of the 
main drivers of this progress.  

 


