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Propositions accompanying the thesis 
“A multifaceted view of  the interplay  

between gas and radio AGN” 

1. Low-luminosity radio galaxies — the majority of  the radio AGN population — are 
capable of  impacting the ambient gas in their host galaxies.  (Chapters 2 and 3) 

2. The kpc-scale feedback from low-luminosity radio sources should be included in 
models of  galaxy evolution to better constrain radio-AGN feedback. (Chapter 3) 

3. The detection rate of  H I absorption in radio AGN and the trends in the kinematics 
of  the detected gas do not appear to change with redshift until z ~ 0.4. (Chapter 4) 

4. The detection rate of  H I absorption in extended radio AGN at 0.7 < z < 1.0 is 
significantly lower than at z < 0.25 and this is very likely due to the evolution of  the 
cold-gas content in radio AGN environments. (Chapter 5) 

5. In the case of  a fortuitous alignment with radio continuum sources, H I absorption 
allows us to trace galaxies with low H I masses which would otherwise be missed 
even by deep H I emission surveys. (Chapter 6) 

6. The University board interfering unfairly with the interim evaluation of  the PhD 
scholarship program and forcing the dissenting faculties back into it should not be 
any more tolerable than a scientist reporting manipulated results from an 
experiment. (Based on Ukrant reports, and van Gestel, 2020; RagelMaat 35(1):52-62) 

7. To award a doctoral degree, beyond the standard demands such as creativity and 
the toil of  the persons involved, on an average, the system also seems to require the 
sacrifice of  at least one tree!  
(Ballpark estimates: a tree gives 8500 sheets of paper, a RUG PhD student prints at least 50 
copies of the thesis, a thesis contains about 200 pages; non-recycled paper is used more 
often than not.) 

8. That we don’t learn from history as much as we should is one of  history’s invaluable 
lessons. 

9. “When I long for a change and can’t travel, there are plenty of  things I can do, such 
as getting a new kind of  haircut or even a new point of  view!” — The Cheerful 
Cherub 

Suma Narayana Murthy


