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Propositions accompanying the PhD Thesis ‘Making Home in Forced Displacement’ by Rik Huizinga 

 

1. The everyday lives of young Syrian male refugees in the Netherlands are dynamic and complex 

and should be treated as such (this thesis). 

 

2. By taking up space and leaving traces during their daily routines, young Syrian male refugees 

develop emotional connections with places and therefore inevitably belong (this thesis). 

 

3. The use of walking interviews provides opportunities to address methodological and ethical 

dilemmas in order to democratise refugee research (chapter two). 

 

4. A simple hand gesture, a nod or any form of momentary recognition during the early stage of 

arrival supports refugees’ claim to belong and feel at home (chapter three). 

 

5. Visiting transnational spaces to experience familiarity, comfort and security gives refugees 

necessary restoration needed to explore and participate in other segments of society (chapter 

three). 

 

6. Local contexts in the Northern Netherlands lack spaces where young Syrian refugee men can 

be men (chapter four). 

 

7. By taking action in the light of present needs and future aspirations, young Syrian men in the 

Netherlands actively negotiate gender and partner roles despite gendered and racialised images 

that portray them as unwilling or unassimilable (chapter four and five). 

 

8. Studies into the lives of refugees are bound to perpetuate social inequalities if the position of 

the researcher is not under scrutiny (chapter six). 

 

9. Positionality meetings help researchers to identify positions of betweenness in research 

relationships which are essential to understand peoples’ struggles and opportunities on the 

ground (chapter six and seven). 

 

10. The Dutch government currently underestimates the importance of the interaction between 

refugees and place in the context of its refugee spatial dispersal policy (this thesis). 

 

11. Iemand die twijfelt aan zijn twijfel, ziet wellicht de vage contouren van een zekerheid opdoemen 

(Johan Goudsblom). 

 

12. Whatever you do in life will be insignificant. But it’s very important that you do it. Because 

nobody else will (Mahatma Ghandi). 


