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Propositions 
 

 

1. It is adversity that makes hope salient, and it is through adversity that hope can 

diminish but also be raised. (this dissertation) 

2. Hope is an important resource for remaining healthy and in good spirits – hope makes 

resilient, especially in situations that may seem hopeless. (this dissertation) 

3. Hope is multifaceted, and it is especially important to maintain a general sense of 

hopefulness about the future. (this dissertation) 

4. The word hope can be used rhetorically to convey despair. (this dissertation) 

5. In the face of adversity, it may benefit coping if one remains hopeful in general, even 

though hope regarding adversity is diminished. (this dissertation) 

6. Hope can be a negative experience and should thus not always be presented as the 

solution to enduring adversity. (this dissertation) 

7. The ambivalence of hope in language parallels why philosophers cannot agree on 

whether hope was rescuing humanity from the evils escaping Pandora’s box, or 

whether hope was in fact an evil itself.  

8. In Groningen kan erkenning van tegenspoed en het bieden van toekomstperspectief 

(een) hoop voor gedupeerden betekenen.  

9. “As long as matters are really hopeful, hope is mere flattery or platitude; it is only 

when everything is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength.” (Chesterton, 1905) 

10. “And dost thou not know that hope itself is like a star — not to be seen in the 

sunshine of prosperity, and only to be discovered in the night of adversity?” 

(Spurgeon, 1859) 

 


