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Propositions 
accompanying the dissertation 
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Practices of Reading, Use, and Interaction 
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Renske Annelize Hoff 

 
 
 
1. Early modern Bibles are inherently material, cultural, textual, 

visual, historical, social, and temporal objects. An awareness of 
this versatility is essential when aiming to reconstruct readers’ 
responses and use.  

 
2. Bringing together analyses of paratext and traces of use reveals 

the variety of otherwise fleeting interactions between the 
book and its users.  

 
3. Paratextual elements can shape interpretations, structure 

navigational routes, and invite scholarly and devotional 
reading practices. Readers, however, may use the book in 
ways, times, and spaces beyond what printers and publishers 
can foresee. 

 
4. Bible reading techniques transcend paradigmatic distinctions 

between the Middle Ages and the early modern period, 
between ‘protestant’ and ‘catholic’ communities, between 
sexes, and between people from varied socio-economic and 
professional backgrounds. 

 



5. Henrick Peetersen van Middelburch printed at least two more 
editions of his New Testament than were previously 
attributed to him. 

 
6. The concept of ‘print culture’ suggests fundamental 

differences between manuscript and printed book culture. 
This carries the risk of overlooking continuities in book 
production and use, as well as the overwhelming presence of 
handwritten texts alongside and within printed books. 

 
7. A narrow view upon Bible reading as a predominantly silent, 

scholarly practice is not only ahistorical but also categorically 
underestimates the involvement of women, children, and less 
literate people in the interaction with early modern Bibles. 

 
8. Readers held a considerable influence over print agents. 

Cf. Andie Silva, The Brand of Print, Leiden/Boston, 2019, 
pp. 6: “… print agents held a considerable influence over 
readers.” 

 
9. The fact that an early modern marginal nota bene can generate 

about a thousand likes on Twitter confirms the enduring 
impact readers’ traces can have beyond the moment they are 
created. 

 
10. Write in books. 

Cf. Bodleian Oath: “I hereby undertake not … to mark 
… in any way, any volume, document, or other object.” 


