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Propositions accompanying the PhD thesis Moving On 
by Roselinde van der Wiel

1. While many of  people’s commitments have become less fixed and 
enduring, parents’ commitment to their children still carries great 
weight and priority (this thesis).

2. An existing commitment to one’s children regularly conflicts and 
competes with the commitment to a new romantic partner (this thesis).

3. The experience of  a previous union dissolution results in people taking 
steps for self-protection and self-preservation as they move on to new 
romantic relationships (this thesis). 

4. Living-apart-together (LAT) can offer an attractive alternative 
to singlehood, cohabitation and marriage for single parents and 
previously separated or divorced persons (this thesis). 

5. People in LAT relationships have a limited belief  and interest in life-
long partner relationships (this thesis). 

6. Traditional gender patterns shape the process of  union formation: 
children affect women’s new union formation more than men’s, and 
couples’ decisions about where to live together are more favourable to 
men than to women (this thesis).

7. If  in the future more parents opt for their children to alternate 
residence between both parents after separation, this will likely lead 
to lower levels of  internal migration, given that migration is highly 
disrupting in this situation (this thesis). 

8. It is essential to move beyond the focus on households to better 
understand and facilitate modern-day family and relationship practices 
(this thesis). 

9. Governments face a challenge accommodating today’s diverse and 
complex love and family relationships in legislation and policy (this 
thesis). 

10. Complex families do not need to be complicated and families can be 
complicated without being complex. 

11. Love is a vessel that contains both security and adventure, and 
commitment offers one of  the great luxuries of  life: time (Esther 
Perel). 

12. Research is formalised curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose 
(Zora Neale Hurston).


