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Propositions belonging to the thesis 

Mitochondrial failure in sepsis 

Acute mechanisms and long-term consequences 

 
1. Sepsis puts a considerable disease- and indirect economic burden on Dutch society, with an 

indirect economic burden as significant as one-third of that due to cancer and similar to that 

of stroke in the Netherlands (this thesis) 

2. Surviving sepsis leads to chronic disease, given that up to 50% of the sepsis survivors suffer 

from the so called ‘post-sepsis syndrome’  (this thesis)   

3. Mitochondrial damage is the culprit in multi-organ failure and long-term health effects after 

sepsis and could therefore serve as the prime target for treatment (this thesis) 

4. Administration of hydrogen sulfide mitigates sepsis by rescuing mitochondrial function and 

increasing mitochondrial biogenesis (this thesis) 

5. Drosophila Melanogaster is a suitable model to investigate mitochondrial dysfunction and 

long-term health effects after sepsis (this thesis) 

6. Mitochondria are like wine: a bit of oxidation is necessary, however too much is detrimental  

7. Een van de belangrijkste vaardigheden die men zich tijdens het promotietraject eigen moet 

maken, is leren ‘nee’ te zeggen 

8. Goede koffie is het halve werk 

 

Kaylie van der Slikke 
Groningen, July 2022 

 


