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Propositions 

 

1. Benefits of biomass are too good to be ruled out.  Despite the current negative public 

attitude against the use of biomass, it certainly earns its place in a low-carbon energy system. 

2. Future pathways of national energy system with substantial shares of bioenergy in its mix 

should always consider land use change emissions. If not, results should be neglected.  

3. The sprawl in energy system model (ESM)-based research makes correct interpretation of 

the results puzzling. There is a need for an ESM passport with a sound scientific classification 

system to judge the quality of the research. 

4. Indicators like energy return on energy invested (EROEI) and energy payback time (EPBT) are 

relics of the old fossil oriented energy system, and are useless in analyzing future low-carbon 

energy systems.  

5. No famer will abandon his agricultural land without an incentive (take the nitrogen crisis in 

the Netherlands as an example). From that perspective, applying a natural succession-

penalty on bioenergy is incorrect. 

6. When a natural succession-penalty is applied to bioenergy, so should it to other land-based 

energy production systems.  

7. With proper land zoning- and sustainable resource policy (based on an integral system 

perspective), Brazil can become the first major economy based on sustainable biobased 

resources. 

8. All arguments against storage of CO2 in the underground are either idealistic, based on 

emotion, or groundless. Considering the absolute need for negative emissions to limit global 

warming, a transition agenda for BECCS is required right now. 

9. We should be deeply ashamed because of the fact that war became the most influential 

catalyst for transforming the energy system. 

10. To achieve sustainable development it’s time wizards and prophets, malthusians and 

cornucopians find a way to cooperate. 

 

 

 

 


