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Propositions

accompanying the PhD thesis

Inter-generational interactions and families under risks

by

Ziwei Rao

1. The traditional family support system played and continues to play an im-

portant role in securing the welfare of older people in developing countries

(Introduction).

2. The dramatic drop in family sizes during the past decades in China threatens

the sufficiency of child-provided care (Chapter 2).

3. In China, many elderly have to work until they are physically incapable due

to the lack of support from other sources (Chapter 2).

4. Inter-generational transfers are reciprocal: parents provide inter-vivos trans-

fers early in life to children while children support their old-age parents in

time and money (Chapter 3).

5. Migration allows children to better support parents financially but inevitably

hinders physical care provision in old age (Chapter 3).

6. The growing volatility of weather under climate change leads to more uncer-

tainty about the economic performance of rural households (Chapter 4).

7. Experiencing years with good weather decreases total family income by in-

ducing a greater drop in migration income that exceeds the augment in agri-

cultural revenue (Chapter 4).

8. Life is what happens to us while we are making other plans.

– (probably) Allen Saunders


