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	The combination of different environments, niches, habitats and trophic roles has diverged algae into a highly diverse group of organisms. Together, they comprise 36.000-50.000 described species, while at the same time estimates of 10.000.000 different species are given.
	Abstract
	The enzyme superoxide dismutase (SOD) holds a key position in the microalgal antioxidant network. The present research focused on oxidative stress responses in the Antarctic diatom Chaetoceros brevis Schütt during transition to excess (including ultraviolet radiation) and limiting irradiance conditions. Over a four day period cellular responses of TBARS (a general oxidative stress indicator), SOD activity, photosynthetic and xanthophyll cycle pigments, PSII efficiency, and growth were determined. In addition, oxidative responses were measured during a daily cycle. Changing irradiance conditions significantly affected growth rates of C. brevis. PSII efficiency decreased significantly during periodic excess irradiance and increased under low irradiance conditions. Transition to excess irradiance increased the ratio of xanthophyll to light harvesting pigments, whereas the opposite was found for cultures transferred to low irradiance. This acclimation process was completed after two days in the new irradiance environment. SOD activity increased significantly after the first day regardless of the new irradiance environment but returned to pre-exposures values on the fourth day. We hypothesize that, SOD activity may be temporarily elevated in C. brevis after irradiance shifts, thereby reducing oxidative stress when photoacclimation is in progress. 



