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Stellingen 

Behorende bij het proefschrift 

(Propositions accompanying the dissertation) 
 

Functional Neuroimaging of State, Course, and Symptom 

Specificity in Affective Psychopathology 
 

Hui Ai 

1. Though heterogeneous in nature, the course of depression can at least in part be 

predicted by the insular and hippocampal activation during negative memory 

processing. (This thesis) 

2. Hippocampal-amygdalar activation during positive emotional memory is a state-

dependent characteristic  in depression that  is not subject to functional scarring. 

(This thesis) 

3. Depressed patients with suicidal disposition can be differentiated from non-

suicidal depressed patients based on general sensitivity to social-emotional 

information represented by amygdalar responses to faces, but not on frontal capacity 

during executive planning. (This thesis) 

4. Investigating model-free temporal profiles of brain responsivity (i.e., shape of 

response) should be considered as a complementary approach to canonical modeling 

of the average height of brain responsivity because these profiles may better explain 

distinct symptomatology in affective psychopathology. (This thesis) 

5. Functional neuroimaging techniques may facilitate our understanding of the 

clinical manifestation and psychopathology of psychiatric disorders and may assist in 

clinical measurement and treatment, although its specificity and sensitivity still need 

to be evaluated. 

6. Cognitive processes (e.g., memory, attention) and neurobiological processes (e.g., 

brain activation) have been proposed to be parallel to each other by Beck (2008); 

they are likely to jointly explain the psychopathology of psychiatric disorders and may 

be manifestations of the same mechanisms.  

7. Our knowledge can only be finite, while our ignorance must necessarily be infinite 

(Karl Popper); Even if it only teaches us how little we know, the brain mechanism of 

psychiatric disorders is worthwhile exploring. 

8. Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts 

(Winston Churchill).  

 


