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Propositions 

Belonging to the PhD thesis 

Transformation of the Law on Farmland Transfer in China: 

From a Governance Perspective 

Linlin Li – 7 January 2016 

 

1. The continuing confrontation between private land rights and public power involved is a core 

issue of government regulation of land use in both developing and developed countries. 

 

2. Adoption of a governance perspective, which is based on a systems approach and a reflexive-

law approach, helps to establish and implement a balanced regulation of land use, especially in 

countries like China where private land rights are suppressed by government regulation.  

 

3. Under this governance perspective, four dimensions should be considered concerning the 

establishment of a balanced government regulation of farmland transfer: empowerment and 

participation of private parties, guarantee of an equal bargaining status for both parties through 

procedural rules, recognition and protection of the public interest involved, and limitation of 

relevant public powers. 

 

4. Redefinition of the vague collective land ownership as a divided co-ownership and 

reorganization of the collective in accordance with a joint-stock cooperative system, help to 

improve the governance structure of the collective in China. This, however, should not 

diminish the farmland use rights of individual households both in law and in practice.  

  

5. An equal bargaining power is not secured for Chinese farmers in the farmland transfer process 

through specific procedural rules.  

 

6. A further empowerment and participation of the affected farmers should not affect the public 

interests involved in farmland transfer. The final objective of this governance perspective is to 

find a proper balance between the private interests and the public interests. 

 

7. The making of new procedural rules in farmland transfer requires the removing of certain 

institutional barriers, which connives at the excessive public powers over land use. 

 

8. The design of these procedural rules under the governance perspective ultimately necessitates 

and contributes to a transformation of the law on farmland transfer in China.  

 

9. This research on the balance between private land rights and government regulation of land 

use also helps me to find a balance between work and my personal life.  

 

10. Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength while loving someone deeply gives you 

courage (Lao Tzu, 571-471 BC).  

 


