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Propositions

Complications related to the management of 
Mycobacterium ulcerans disease in Benin:

A plea for early case detection

Mahoutondji Yves Thierry Barogui, Groningen, February 2016

In a setting like Benin where surgery has continued to play an important role in 
patient management, functional limitations are not affected by introduction of 
antimicrobial therapy in Buruli ulcer treatment (this thesis).

Though no doubt, Community Health Volunteers play a pivotal role in the health 
care system in Benin, some aspects of their impact is actually negative  (this thesis).

Former Buruli ulcer patients play an important role in community education and 
in referring patients to health care facilities (this thesis)

For the medical doctor the clinical case mix presented by the community health 
volunteer is similar to the patients presented by the other referral systems (this thesis).

Buruli ulcer patients less frequently need antimicrobial treatment for a suspected 
secondary infection than one would expect (this thesis).

Extending prophylaxis for 10 days after a surgical intervention emphasizes the 
urgent need of antimicrobial stewardship in Benin and Ghana (this thesis). 

There is no apparent need to change therapy or add steroids in case of paradoxical 
reaction in Buruli ulcer (this thesis).

In a powerful health care system like in the Netherlands medical care is highly 
vulnerable to electric power – or computer shot down while during power cuts, 
their colleagues in Bénin would still continue to treat their vulnerable patients. 

Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave 
a trail (Ralph Waldo Emerson).

Society is composed of two great classes:those who have more dinners than 
appetite, and those who have more appetite than dinners (Nicolas Chamfort).

There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as though everything is a miracle (Albert Einstein).

All things are poisons, for there is nothing without poisonous qualities. It is only 
the dose which makes a thing poison (Paracelsus).
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