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Propositions

Fostering the learning potential 
of  at-risk students in the classroom

Studies into the consequential validity of  dynamic assessment

Marlous Tiekstra

Current Dutch psycho-educational practice urgently needs other types of  assessment, such 
as dynamic assessment, that provide specific guidelines for practice. (this thesis)

Consequential validity should have a prominent place in test evaluation reports. (this thesis)

Teachers’ implicit theories of  intelligence influence the amount of  teaching in, and 
exploration of, the Zone of  Proximal Development of  a student. (this thesis) 

An incremental view on intelligence, in which the malleability of  intelligence is central, is a 
prerequisite for the implementation of  dynamic assessment in current educational practice. 
(this thesis)

The Response to Instruction (RTI) -model can be a valuable tool to measure didactic 
resistance, but only if  teachers have a dynamic view on learning and instruction, and thus, 
acknowledge their role in students’ learning processes. (this thesis)

A mixed method approach, in which both quantitative and qualitative methods are applied, 
is needed when studying consequential validity. It is the best way to investigate the complex 
system of  beliefs and behaviour. (this thesis)

Approaching students from an incremental view on intelligence should be part of  each 
educational professional’s skills set, and therefore should receive appropriate attention in 
their professional training. (this thesis)

Just like in dynamic assessment theories the focus is on learning processes instead of  
learning products, so should be our academic community: in order to learn from each 
other and to extend our knowledge base, research designs and processes  should be central 
in our publications rather than products of  our studies.

The trouble with generalisations is that they do not apply to particulars. (Lincoln & Guba, 
1985)

Building dynamic bridges is a complex phenomenon.                                                       
Even for academics it is a bridge too far. 

We spend far too much time making predictions about students’ lives, and far too little time 
making differences in their lives. (Ysseldyke, 2001)  
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