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About the Author

Mike van Diest was born on 6 December 1986 in Delfzijl and grew 
up in Assen, the Netherlands, where he graduated cum laude at the 
Dr. Nassau College. Mike holds a BSc in Life Science & Technology 
and an MSc in Biomedical Engineering from the University of 
Groningen, both cum laude. He completed a 30EC extracurricular 
module on Science, Policy and Business and performed an internship 
at the Institute of Orthopaedic Research and Biomechanics in 
Ulm, Germany. �e title of his master thesis was ‘�e Design of 
an Osseointegrated Upper Leg Prosthesis Fixation System’, which 
was awarded the ISPO (International Society for Prosthetics and 
Orthotics) �esis award 2011. In addition, Mike won the IMDI 
(Innovative Medical Devices Initiative) Talent award 2010-2011.

During his studies in Groningen Mike actively participated as student representative within the faculty, 
where he focused on improving the quality of education as a member of course committees (2005-2007, 
2009-2010), as a board member of the Bèta Students Federation (2008-2009), and as elected presidium 
member of the faculty council (2009-2010). A�er his studies Mike started as a pre-doctoral researcher 
at INCAS³ where he successfully wrote his PhD research proposal in 2011. He subsequently worked 
as a PhD student at INCAS³ and the University Medical Center Groningen on the development of an 
exergame for training balance in older adults. 

Eager to learn more about product development, Mike now works as a function development engineer at 
Royal Philips. To keep his own balance, Mike enjoys exploring the world on a mountain bike. 
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