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I was born on February 4, 1974 in Zeven, Lower Saxony, Germany, in a family with a
brother and a sister. Having a Dutch mother and a German father, I was raised bilingually
in German and Dutch. In Zeven I attended four years of primary school (Grundschule
Scheeßeler Straße) and two years of intermediate school (Orientierungsstufe Zeven). In
1986 I moved to Vaassen, the Netherlands. There I started secondary school at the
Keienbrink M.A.V.O. and after one year I continued at the Koninklijke Scholengemeen-
schap in Apeldoorn. In 1993 I finished secondary school and started to study biology at
the University of Groningen, specialising in Ecology. During my studies I did three MSc-
projects: effects of herbivory on vegetation succession in coastal sand dunes on the Dutch
island of Schiermonnikoog (supervised by dr. Adriaan van der Veen), energetics and chick-
raising of Sandwich terns (Sterna sandvicensis) on the Danish island of Hirsholm (super-
vised by drs. Erwin Stienen, Alterra Wageningen), and restoration processes in calcareous
grasslands on the Swedish island of Öland (supervised by Prof. dr. Jan P. Bakker, Univer-
sity of Groningen, and dr. Ejvind Rosén, Uppsala University). During the last project I
stayed in Sweden for half a year. In addition, I did three weeks of fieldwork near Oxford,
UK in 1999 (supervised by dr. Alison W. McDonald, University of Oxford). I graduated
with an M.Sc in Ecology in 2000. Between the age of 14 and 25 I was an active member
in the Nederlandse Jeugdbond voor Natuurstudie (NJN), a Dutch nature organisation for
youth aged 12-25. I attended and organised many excursions and camps and was mem-
ber of several commissions. During my studies I was also an active member in the
Studenten Milieuoverleg Groningen (SMOG), a university environmental platform, organis-
ing debates, negotiations and actions. Between 2000 and 2005 I did a PhD at the
University of Groningen about the importance of biodiversity for pollination in fragmented
agricultural landscapes, resulting in the present thesis. In 2005 I moved to Hilversum, the
Netherlands, where I live with my partner Harmen. Currently I have a position as transla-
tor at the translating agency Language Unlimited, Utrecht.
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