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Curriculum Vitae

Maarten J. Bijlsma was born on December 1, 1986 in Harlingen, the Netherlands. He 
completed a bachelor’s degree in Human Geography and a Research Master’s degree 
with a specialization in Demography, both with highest distinction, at the University of 
Groningen. Near the end of his master’s education he obtained an Ubbo Emmius grant 
to fund his PhD research for four years. And so, after completing his master’s degree, 
he started his doctorate research on age-period-cohort modelling of drug utilization and 
drug effectiveness under Prof. dr. Eelko Hak and Dr. Fanny Janssen. During the second 
year of his doctorate research, Maarten went to Ghent, Belgium, to obtain a master’s 
degree in statistical data analysis (supervised by Prof. dr. Stijn Vansteelandt), which was 
completed with distinction. Afterwards, Prof. dr. Vansteelandt also became a supervisor of 
his PhD thesis research. In the final year of his thesis research, Maarten visited the Centre 
for Statistical Methodology, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, where his 
visit was hosted by Prof. dr. Bianca De Stavola for a three month period. Maarten has 
presented at (inter)national conferences, and has publications in (inter)national journals. 
Some of his publications are included as chapters in this thesis. As of November 1, 2015, 
Maarten is employed as a Research Scientist at the Population Health Laboratory of the 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany.




