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1. Measurement of economic reforms often relies on ad hoc definitions 
without attention to statistical significance (Chapter 2, 3 and 5).    
  

2. It is hard to assess the true objective of a policy change solely by 
interpreting policy statements/intentions (Chapter 2, 3 and 5).  
 

3. The occurrence of economic crises is an important trigger of healthcare 
financing privatisations, while political factors do not matter (Chapter 
2). 

 
4. Austerity is not the only policy countries can pursue if they that want to 

reduce government debt (Chapter 3). 
 

5. It unwise to draw conclusions about individual voting behaviour based 
on survey data (Chapter 4). 

 
6. While ideology matters, the main driver of individuals’ voting decisions 

is their pocketbook (Chapter 4). 
 

7. Healthcare financing privatisations curb total healthcare expenditures 
(Chapter 5).     

 
8. The economic success of healthcare privatisations needs to be assessed 

in terms of efficiency (Chapter 5). 
 

9. To become successful, reforms need to be credible (This thesis). 
 

10. Chapter 4 of this thesis is the black sheep of the family. It is related to 
the other chapters, but it demanded a lot of extra attention and care.  

 
11. In my view, the garden is the best place to generate research ideas. 

However, when turning the raw material into the final product, research 
is much like cooking: “When you cook under pressure you trade 
perfection”, Gordon Ramsey. 

 


