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GLOSSARY

Table A.1 Abbreviations and definitions

Term Abbreviation Description, definition

Acquired immunodeficiency AIDS
syndrome
Age-specific fertility rate ASFR Number of children born per 1000 women in a specific age group
Age-specific mortality rate ASMR Number of deaths per 1000 person in a specific age group
Child mortality rate CMR Probability of dying between first and fifth year of age expressed per 

1000 live births
Contraceptive prevalence rate CPR Percentage of women in age group using any method of contraceptives
Crude birth rate CBR the number of births divided by the mid-year population and converted 

to a rate per 1000 population
Crude death rate CDR number of deaths divided by the mid-year population and converted to 

a rate per 1000 population
Demographic Health Survey DHS A project to assist developing countries to conduct and analyze surveys 

on population and health. The DHS Data Archive is a computerized 
archive of survey data collected from countries in Africa, Asia Latin 
America and the Near East

Dependency ratio (young, old) the ratio between the population considered to be dependent (below 15 
years of age and 65 years and over), and the working-age population 
(15-65 years)

Enrolment ratio the number of pupils enrolled at an educational level, whether or not 
they belong to the age group corresponding to that level, as a percentage 
of total population of the respective age group

Established market economies EME Examples: France, Germany, United Kingdom, Japan
Expected potential years of life lost PYLL The number of potential years of life lost expected based on the age-

specific mortality rates
Fecundity, total TF Average potential fertility of a population (15.3 children per woman)
Former socialist economies FSE Examples: Czech Republic, Poland
Former Soviet Union FSU
Gross domestic product on GDP in PPP The official exchange rates to cannot measure the relative domestic pur
purchasing power parity chasing power of currencies. Therefore the GDP per capita in US$ PPP 

is calculated, using as a conversion factor
Gender empowerment measure GEM
Gender-related development Index GDI Human development index distinguished by the two genders
Gross domestic product GDP The total output of goods and services for final use produced by an 

economy, by both residents and non-residents. Expressed in 1995 US 
dollars

Gross national product GNP Comprises GDP plus the net factor income from abroad, which is the 
income residents receive from abroad for services (labour and capital)

Human development index HDI Index developed by the UNDP which is a composite of three 
components: income, education and longevity

Human immunodeficiency virus HIV
Index of abortion, contraception, Ca Cc Ci Cm Most important proximate determinants of fertility of a population
contraception, marriage
Infant mortality rate IMR Probability of dying between birth and exactly one year of age expressed 

per 1000 live births.
International classification of ICD Categorization of causes of death, varying from several malaria types to 
diseases external causes like car accidents and suicide.
Intrauterine device IUD Method of contraception
Kilo calorie Kcal Unit used as measure for food intake
Less/least/more developed, United Nations classification of countries
developing countries/regions
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Life expectancy LE Life expectancy at age 0 represents the mean number of years a birth 
cohort may expect to live given the present mortality experience of a 
population. The life expectancy for a population is a summary measure 
that reflects the mortality rates for all ages combined, weighted in accor
dance with a life-table population structure

Life table Characterization of mortality levels which provides a summary 
description of mortality, survivorship and life expectancy for a specific 
population

Literacy rate (adult) the percentage of persons who know how to read and write or who 
attended a school or graduated from one in the total population aged 15
years and above

Maternal mortality rate Annual number of deaths of women from pregnancy-related causes per 
100000 live births

Marital fertility, total TM The fertility level of married women
Natural fertility NF Fertility in the absence of deliberate fertility control
Natural increase The number of live births minus the number of deaths in a population
Neonatal death Death of a child under 28 days of age
Net reproduction rate NRR The average number of daughters that would be born to a woman if she 

passed through her lifetime conforming to the age-specific fertility and 
mortality rates of a given year

Perinatal death Death pertaining to or occurring in the period shortly before, during, 
and after birth

Poverty line The income or expenditure level corresponding with a minimum, 
nutritionally adequate diet plus essential non-food requirements.

Purchasing power parity PPP The number of units of a country’s currency required to purchase a 
representative basket of goods and services that a US dollar would buy in
the USA

Relative risk on mortality RR Indicates how much higher the risk of dying is for people who are 
exposed to this risk factor compared with people who are not

Sex ratio Ratio between men and women in a population. Sex ratio at birth refers 
to the number newborn boys per 100 girls.

Stillbirth The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother after at least 20 
weeks of pregnancy, or after attaining a weight of at least 500 grams, of a
product of conception in which, after the expulsion or extraction, there 
is no breathing, beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or 
unmistakable movement of voluntary muscle

Tool to assess regional global TARGETS A global integrated assessment computer simulation model
environmental and health targets 
for sustainability
Total abortion rate TA The average number of abortions a woman would have during her 

period of fertility, if the current frequency of abortions were to be
continued

Total fertility rate TFR Number of children a woman would have at the end of her fertile period
if current age-specific fertility rates prevailed

Under-five mortality rate UFMR Probability of dying between birth and exactly five years of age expressed
per 1000 live births

Underlying cause of death UCOD
The underlying cause of death is the disease which triggered the chain of
events leading directly to the death or the description of the accident or 
violence that produced the fatality

Wanted total fertility rate WTFR The number of children an average woman will give birth to, assuming 
that all the births are wanted

World Fertility Survey WFS
World population prospects WPP Country-specific population projections regularly done by the UN



Table A.2 Institutions and organizations

CBS Statistics Netherlands
CPB Netherlands Bureau of Economic Policy Analysis
CSD Commission on Sustainable Development
FAO Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations
IIASA International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
IPCC International Panel on Climate Change
OECD Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development
RIVM National Institute of Public Health and the Environment, The Netherlands
UN United Nations
UNAIDS United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEP United Nations Environmental Programme
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
USCB U.S. Census Bureau
WB World Bank
WHO World Health Organization
WRI World Resources Institute

235

GLOSSARY




